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By  Mjpn  MwfH 

For  B  years  there’s  been  someone  special 
on  my  Christmas  Ust,  and  for  B  years  I’ve 
bought  him  a  very,  special  gift  —  a  box  of 
chocolates.  Ghring  that  box  of  candy  is  as 
much  a  part  of  Christmas  to  me  as  putting  up 
my  tree,  and  getting  it  is  just  as  much  a  part  of 
Ms  Christmas.  Ma^  we  abnost  have  to  lose 
someone  to  realize  how  much  they  mean  to  us. 
We  almost  lost  Boyce  this  year,  and  it  started 
me  thinking  back  to  what  IM  has  behn  to  all  of 
our  famBy. 

I’ve  known  B<qfce  Cook  all  my  life.  He  and 
Mosdk  live  across  the  road  from  my  oM  home 
place.  We’re  not  relatives,  but  some  people 
might  think  so  if  they  were  around  us  mu^. 

^  clearest  memories  of  Boyce  start  during 
the  time  Bro.  Herman  Milner  was  oar  pastor 


at  the  Star  Baptist  Church.  We  all  walked  to  member  the  times  they  would  give  him  a  pin 

church,  a  good  mile  from  our  houses.  Bro.  for  not  missing  a  Sundky,  but  at  the  time  the 

Milner  talk^  a  lot  with  our  families,  just  being  years  involved  didn’t  soon  to  matter  to  us 
neighborly,  but  somehow  m^  an  Impression  kids.  We  di^’t  really  think  too  much  about  the 

on  us  about  cMirch  attendance.  Boyce  started  kind  of  man  Boyce  was.  The  ttiings  that  were 
going  to  churdi  every  Sunday  —  rain,  shine,  really  important  then  were  the  old  log  truck 

even  snow!  And  we  walked  with  him! !  At  the  that  was  our  “clock”*  in  die  afternoon.  We 

timethere  were  six  ofusLeecUldren  (another  played  uMil  we  heard  him  cross  the  railroad 
canae  along  later),  and  on  any  given  Sunday  trikdc;  tbenitwastimetogobelpMamasetthe 
morning,  no  matter  what  the  weather,  you  table  for  supper.  We  remember  the  bird  dogs 
could  see  us,  with  Boyce,  spread  all  across  the  ,  he’dletoutintheevenjinteso  could  run. 
road.  Mama  would  get  us  up  and  help  us  get  The  problem  was  they  uinlly  ran  to  me  and 

dressed  for  church,  but  instead  of  waiting  for  my  sisters,  scratching  k  and  knocking  us 

her  we  would  walk  with  Boyce.  He  always  down  because  they  waiM  to  play,  ^yce  tried 

went  early,  and  as  soon  as  we  saw  his  front  to  keep  them  in  his  yardi  but  to-no  avail, 
door  open,  we’d  start  running  to  go  with  him.  Boyce  is  a  simple,  quiet  man.  He  never  says 
We  never  thought  during  those  years  how  much.  I  never  heard  him  raise  his  voice  to 

much  influence  he  might  have  on  us.  We  re-  anyone.  He  never  fuMSd  at  us  for  running 


through  his  garden  or  letting  the  dogs  out  of  the  of  us.  He  was  just  the  sort  ^person  that  never 
pen.  But  he  always  listened  to  what  we  h^  to  has  to  say  anything.  He  just  showed  it  to  us  all 
say,  no  matter  how  chiidUdi  It  might  have  those  years. 

been.  He  had  his  way  of  letting  us  know  he  Time  has  taken  its  toll  on  Boyce.  I’ve 
cared  when  we  made  good  grades  in  school,  or  watched  him  during  the  past  years  suffer  a 

did  reaOy  good  at  a  piano  recital,  or  mme  major  heart  attack  that  after  those  32  years  of 
other  thing  we  might  expect  praise  for.  Usu-  Sunday  Schod  attendance  kept  him  home  for  a 

ally,  though,  it  was  just  a  look  on  Ms  face,  not  few  Sundays.  He  suffers  fr^  palsy,  and  it 

by  anything  he  said.  isn’t  easy  for  him  to  get  around  any  more.  But 

Boyce  taught  us  Lee  kids  a  big  lesson  in  Ufe.  he’s  still  here.  He’s  been  as  much  a  part  of  our 

About  faithfulness.  About  character.  He  was  family  as  any  uncle  we’ve  had.  1  th^nk  God 

faithful — to  his  family,  to  us  and  our  parents,  that  Christmas  is  almost  here  again,  and  this 

to  his  friends,  but  mostly  to  his  God.  He  never  year  I’ll  be  able  to  wrap  another  box  of  dwco- 

tdd  us  to  go  to  church.  He  showed  us  how.  We  lates,  bigger  than  ever,  to  put  under  his 

saw  more  in  Boyce  ttian  most  people  can  eva7  Christmas  tree.  I  think  this  Christmas  will  be 

say  in  their  lifetimil.  We  saw  him  go  to  Sunday  really  q)ecial  because  I  can  also  share  ttis 

Sdwol  for  32  years  without  misring  a  Sunday,  story  with  him;  he  needs  to  know  how  I  wA 

Wesawthelookonhisfaceiriienhewasproud  about  that  box  of  choedates. 


Diane  Smith 
Elected  To 
WMU  Staff 
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Allots  Relief  Funds 


Says  Farewell  To  Cauthen 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Continu¬ 
ing  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  Cambo¬ 
dian  refugees,  tile  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board  appropriated 
another  $40,000  in  Decern^  to  assist 
missionaries  working  with  the  Cam¬ 
bodians  flooding  into  Thailand. 

This  allocation,  along  with  more 
than  $130,000  voted  for  oUier  projects, 
brought  the  year’s  total  relief  approp¬ 
riations  to  a  record  $3,039,293. 

But  an  event  much  closer  to  home 
captured  most  of  the  attention  at  the 
December  session.  Meeting  in  the 
chapel  that  bears  his  name,  the  board 
and  staff  said  their  farewells  to  Baker 
James  Cauthen.  who  will  retire  Dec.  31 
after  26  years  as  the  board’s  executive 
leader. 

Calling  his  wife  Eldse  to  his  side, 

Cauthen  expressed  appreciation  for 
the  board  members  and  for  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  dMy  reareasal.  Haaaid  be 
plans  to  spend  the  nret  months  of  ru- 
tirement  “preaching  all  up  and  down 
the  country”  before  going  to  California 
to  teach  next  year  at  Golden  Gate  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminary  in  Mill  Val¬ 
ley. 

But  the  Cauthens  will  maintain  their 
residence  in  Richmond,  he  said,  and 
will  return  there  after  the  year  at  GM- 
den  Gate.  Then,  with  a  twinkle  in  his 
eye,  he  added ;  “Eloise  says  to  tell  you 
that  we  already  have  our  cemetery 
lots  here.” 

He  turned  to  R.  Keith  Parks,  execu-  A  Dollar  to  Lottie  Moon  Goes  Far 

tive  director-elect;  “Keith,  three  —  ■  . .  ■■ 

weeks  from  today,  you’ll  have  a  load 


on  you.  Eloise  and  1  will  be  praying  for  of  Richmond  presented  the  Cauthens 
you-”  I  three  bound  volumes  of  letters,  “lliese 

Board  President  John  W.  Patterson  represent  people  all  over  who  are  say¬ 


ing  we  love  you,”  he  said. 

In  businc^  actions,  the  board  ap- 
(C^tinued  on  Page  3) 


Smith 

Effective  Jan  2.  Diane  “D  P.” 
Smith  of  Jackson  will  become  Acteens 
consultant  foi\  Mississippi  Baptist 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Marjean  Patterson,  executive 
director.  WMU 

Miss  Smith  is  a  graduate  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  University  for  Women  and 
earned  the  master  of  religious  educa¬ 
tion  degree  in  1978  from  Southwestern 
(Continued  om  Page  3) 


exme^ng 
aLL  nation* 

\AMkolPravn'lorFbnnvr  Miv«w 

ILoHk  MomChrwmBsOttrrinv 
Ndl  uml  Gtidl  MO  iOO  OOC 


“The  Lord  Didn’t  Want 
Me  To  Raise  Money” 


In  1964.  while  Clarence  Cutrell  was 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Eup- 
ora,  John  Alexander  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  Steward¬ 
ship  department,  invited  him  to  a 
training  session  on  church  building 
fund  campaigns. 

“I  said  then  the  Lord  didn’t  want  me 
to  raise  money,”  said  Cutrell.  At  the 
end  of  December  (Harence  Cutrell  will 
retire  from  his  job  at  the  convention 
board  which  has  had  him  doing  just 
that— helping  churches  raise  money. 
For  the  past  12  years  (Xitrell  has  been 
consultant  for  the  board ’s  Stewardship 
department  helping  chOrches  with 
campaigns,  leading  stewardship 
workshops,  and  promoting  the 
C!ooperative  Program. 

After  Alexander  invited  him  to  join 
the  staff  in  1967,  he  found  out  he  would 
be  helping  with  the  money  raising 
campaigns.  “I  was  in  doubt  as  to  my 
ability  to  do  it,”  he  recalls.  But  in  the 
past  six  years,  for  instance,  Cutrell 
helped  32  churches  raise  $4,340,541. 
This  past  year  more  than  a  million  dol¬ 
lars  was  raised  by  churches  in  building 
fund  campaigns  coordinated  by  Cut- 
reU. 


Grand  Prize  Winner 


Trinity  Baptist  Church,  Carthage,  was  the  top  winner  in  the 
Christinas  Parade  at  Carthage  last  year,  capturing  the  Grand 
Prize  Winner  trophy  and  also  claiming  first  place  in  the  religi¬ 
ous  category.  The  big  winner  was  adjudged  as  the  one  best 


carrying  out  the  parade  theme,  “PeaceOn  Earth."  The  parade, 
with  39  units,  was  staged  late  one  night  because  of  rain.  David 
Barham  was  parade  chairman. 


Cutrell 


She  Needs  $40.5  Million 
But  She’ll  Take  a  Dollar 


that  I  began  to  see  the  spiritual  poten-  I  M  l*pp  I  c 
tial,”  said  Cutrell.  “In  these  last  few  ^ 

years,  these  building  fund  campaigns  .  ^ 

have  been  the  source  of  my  greatest  A  f'p  I  Kp 

fulfillment.”  He  said  many  people  see 

them  as  doing  more  than  just  raising  ^  , 

money.  Out  of  campaigns  many  times  HptTTl  rkTl  T rsTYl  nC 

comes  closer  fellowship,  and  the  feel-  X 

ing  of  a  personal  responsibility  of 

doing  one’s  part  in  the  work  of  the  Every  Christian’s  joy,  job,  and 
church.  judgement  are  some  of  the  topics  for 

ought  to  participants 
at  the 

Evangelism/Bible 
Conference  set  for 
Feb.  4-6  at  First 
Baptist  Church, 
Columbus. 

The  annual  meet¬ 
ing,  which  concen¬ 
trates  on  preaching 
and  Bible  study,  is 
open  to  all  persons 


propaganda  and  literature,”  says  Every  time  Singapore  missionaries 
Robert  Tucker,  missionary  field  rep-  buy  one  evangelistic  film,  it  costs  $300 
resentative  for  Western  South  to  $500.  Then  if  it’s  shown  in  a  large 
America.  “Already  Peru  is  leading  all  theater  and  promoted  through  hand- 
other  Spanish-speaking  countries  of  billaand  the  local  newspaper,  the  cost 
Latin  Africa  in  several  categories  of  goes  up  another  $500.  Of  course,  the 
literature  distribution,  but  we  see  the  same  film  is  shown  many  times  in 
need  as  even  more  urgent  than  in  the  churches,  schools  and  other  places, 
past.”  But  large  theaters  draw  a  higher  per- 

Last  year’s  Lottie  Moon  Offering  centage  of  non-Chrfstians  than 
paid  for  a  new  publications  and  au-  churches,  and  the  missionaries  feel 
diovisual  center  in  Abidjan,  Ivory  the  additional  $500  is  justified. 

Coast.  This  year  mi^ionaries  are  hop-  In  Taiwan,  films  are  Ug  crowd  at- 

iiig  the  offering  will  be  able  to  give  tractions,  too.  “The  Chinese  people 
th^  nearly  $40,000  for  equipment  to  are  always  anxious  to  see  a  movie  if 
(M'oduce  pamphlets,  casMtt^,  films  it’s  in  color,  has  Chinese  peofde  in  it 
and  filmstrips  in  that  build^  for  the  and  is  in  the  Chinese  language,”  says 
six  French-speaking  countries  in  West  Burton  Cook.  “You  can  draw  a  go^ 
Africa  wha%  Southern  Baptists  have  size  crowd  on  almost  any  village  street 
work.  in  Taiwan.  We  need  new  films  and 

Recording  Studio  filmstrips  and  moyie  projectors  to  be 

A  new  radio  recording  studio  in  the  (Contimied  on  page  3} 

Middle  East,  which  was  financed  by  JB 


Jimmy  Allen  Is  Named 
To  Head  Commission 


By  Reaee  Wash 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  - 
Jimmy  R.  Allen  of  ^  Antonio,  Texas, 
immediate  past  president  of  the 
Southern  Bai^ist  Convention,  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Radio  and 
Television  Commission  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention. 

Since  1968,  Allen,  who  hopes  to  begin 
his  new  duties  Jan.  15, 1960,  has  b^ 
pastor  of  the  9.500-member  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  the 
sixth  largest  SBC  church. 

Fred  Isaacs  of  Crosby,  Tenn.,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Radio  and  Television 
Commission's  trustees,  announced  Al¬ 
len’s  appointment  Tuesday,  Dec.  11,  at 
a  news  conference  held  at  the  commis- 
(Omtinued  on  Page  3) 


nearby. 

With  a  $15  to  $20  tape  player  and 
those  $1  cassette  tapes  product  in  the 
villagers’  own  dialect,  the  people  can 
receive  the  leadership  training  they 
would  have  gotten  if  the  Morrises  were 
dill  living  there. 

Prices  are  a  little  bit  higher  in 

neighboring  Singapore.  There  it  takes  _  _ , 

9  to  produce  a  cassette  tape  for  use  in  Lottie,  is  making  possible  the  potential 
Ugli-rise  apartment  evangelism,  part  for  “the  entire  Arab  world  with  160 
of  that  city-nation’s  Major  City  million  people,  95  percent  of  them 
and  there  is  no  charge.  Svangelism  program.  Muslim,  to  come  under  thesound  of  the 

Fred  White  of  the  Home  Mission  ministry  already  is  “be^nning  gospel,  especially  in  countries  where 

Board  will  preach  on  “Every  Christ-  Breach  people  who  are  non-Christians  we  have  no  missionaries  in  resi- 
ian’s  Joy,”  with  text  from  Philippians  d>d  also  to  help  Christians  develop  as  dence,”  sairs  Finlay  Qraham,  field 
2:1-18.  Homer  G.  Lindsay,  Jr.,  pastor  Baders,”  says  Jeanne  Walker,  dhrec-  rqiresentative  for  the  Middle  Eiast. 
of  First  Church,  Jacks^ilie,  Fla.,  1^  of  Singapore’s  media  center.  “I  But  in  some  countries  even  this  spe- 
wiU  preach  on  “Every  Christian’s  wnk  $2  is  a  good  investment  of  the-  dal  offering  can’t  noeet  the  high  cost  of 
Job,”  with  text  from  Romans  12:1-7.  Inttle  Moon  Christinas  Offering.”  air  waves.  In  Taiwan,  radio  prog- 
And  Kenneth  C!haffn,  pastor  of  South  'Unfortunately,  $1  or  $2  won’t  build  ramming  has  been  cut  down  from 
Main  Church,  Houston,  Tex.,  will  6ad  ecpiip  a  recording  studio  in  Spain,  seven  to  five  days  a  week,  and  direct 
preach  on  “Every  Christian’s  Judge-  ?  printliig  equipment  for  television  programming  has  been 

ment,”  with  teat  from  II  Corinthians  pbles  and  othtf  literature  in  Ktoil,  or  completely  elii^ated.  In  this  ciue,. 
5:9-11.  toy  two  new  movie  projectors  to  show  missionaries  saw  the  “handwriting  on 

The  program  opens  Monday,  Feb.  4,  to«pd  films  in  Gaza.  But  money  from  the  waO”  and  began  moving  to  a  video 
at  6:45  p.m.  and  cloaes  at  11:30  a.m.  p  Lottie  Moon  Oiristmas  Offering  cassette  ministry.  But  even  fiiere  in- 
Wednes^,  Feb.  6.  ^  Foreign  Missions  is  doing  all  these  flation  took  its  toO.  “The  increase  in 

Theme  for  the  program  is  “Bold  Giv-  tr°P-  the  prices  of  equipment  from  the  time 

ing.  Growing  and  Going.”  It  is  span-  Ht’s  also  helping  expand  facilities  for  we  ^t  in  the  request  udfl  the  time  we 
sored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  Christian  literature  distribution  in  received  it  was  so  great  that  we  had  to 
vention  Board  through,  the  depart-  “For  several  years  now  the  cut  back  and  couldn’t  quite  finish  out 

ments  of  Evangelism. and  Sunday  oBiBnunists  have  made  a  real  effortto  thestodio,”  says  missionary  Fred  De- 
School.  inundate  the  coUhtry  with  communist  benport. 


Lindsay 


Holiday  Greetings 

The  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record  wishes  for  all  its  readers^  that  great 
and  mighty  group  of  Missteippi  Baptists  and  others  who  are  to  be  found 
all  over  the  world  —  a  most  warm  and  memorable  Christmas.  May  the 
Spirit  of  our  Lord  prevail  in  every  occasion  of  this  joyous  season.’ 

We  end  the  year  with  a  drcidation  of  127350., 

And  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  is  the  last  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record 
for  this  year,  the  staff  also  wishes  for  all  a  very  happy  and  rewarding 
New  Year. 
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«  U  Dixie,  E.iMo^ 

I  ^llpoint ‘&‘afd  In 
,  (■.  Study  Awards'^ 

■  ^  .  ■  d'  •  *'  fi  '  I 

-i  .U  .{• 

Dude  Baptist  Church  of  LebAnoo  As¬ 
sociation  and  EJast  Moss  Point  and 
First  Church,  Pascagoula,  of  iA9kson 
Association,  led  thf  statA  during  the 
1978-79  church  and  associatiooal  year 
in  two  categories  of  study  course 
awards  promoted  by  the  Church 
Training  depmiment. 

Dixie  and  East  Moss  Point  tied  for 
top  honors  in  the  state  in  Churdi  Trahi- 
ing  Leadership  awards  and  both  were 
ranked  15th  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  , 

First,  Pascagoula,  was  first  in  ^p- 
tist  Doctrine  awards  in  Mississippi 
and  third  in  the  Southern  Baptist  C^- 
vention. 

Following  Dixie  and  East  Moss 
Point,  those  ranking  in  the  tq;>  ten  in 
Mississippi  in  Church  Training  Lead¬ 
ership  Awards  were  Locke  Station, 
Panola;  First,  Greenville;  First, 
Louisville;  Priceville,  Lee  Associa¬ 
tion;  First,  Tupelo;  First,  Pontotoc; 
Standing  Pine,  Leake  Association; 
First,  Hattiesburg;  and  Petal  Harvey. 

Filling  out  the  list  of  the  top  churches 
in  Baptist  Doctrine  awards  were  First, 
Hattiesburg;  West  Heights,  Pontotoc; 
Center  Terrace,  Canton;  Dixie,  Leba¬ 
non;  Immanuel,,  Bolivar;  Whitesand, 
of  law’*  may  be  applied  to  church  Jeff  Davis;  Woodhaven,  East  Moss 
property  disputes.  That  legal  doctrine  Point  and  Kreole,  Jackson  Associa- 
means^at  state  property  laws  may  be  tion;  and  South  Louisville, 
court  decisions  upholding  the  right  of  applied  to  church  property  disputes  Lebanon  and  Lee  Associations  were 
members  of  religious  sects  to  move  when  the  mother  body’s  incorporatim  second  and  ninth  respectively  in  the 
about  freely  making  solicitations  in  papers  leave  doubt  as  to  ownership.  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
public  places  and  declared  that  a  The  United  Presbyterian  Church,  in  Church  Training  Leadership  Awards. 
California  congregation  which  with-  light  of  that  Supreme  Court  ruling,  is  Jackson,  Lebanon,  Hinds-Madison 


my  naaiu  my  liord!  -4  what  name?  Dddnot'kiiow 
A  ^me  that  seemeth  not  too  high  or  low. 

Too  far  from  me  or  Heaven. 

My  JESUS,  that  ft  best;  that  Name  beindigiven 
By  the  majestic  angel  whose  anymand  iT 

WMsofUy  as  a  man>  bearing  sii^  1  if  ^ 

When  I  and  all  the  eai[th  appeared  to  stand 
In  the  great  overflow 
Of  light  celestial  from  His  wings  aiwj  bead! 

Sleep!  Sleep,  my  SAVING  ONE!  >  ,.  ,  .  (I 

We  sat  among  the  stalls  at  Bethlehem!  ^ 

The  dumb  kine  from  their  fodder  turning  them. 
Softened  their  hcMmed  faces 
To  almost  human  gazes 
Toward  the  Newly  Born;  .  i-  ,  , 

The  simple  shepherds  from  star-lit  brooks 
Brought  visionary  looks,  • 

As  yet  in  their  astonished  hearing,  rung 
The  strange,  sweet  angel-tongue: 

The  magi  of  the  E^ast,  In  sandals  worn, : 

Knelt  reverent,  sweeping  ragnd,  <  1 

With  long  paje  beards,  their  gifts  upon  the  ground 
'  The  incense,  myrrh,  and  gold 
Those  baby  han^  were  impotent  to  hold. 

So,  let  all  earthlies  and  celestials  wait 
Upon  Thy  royal  state. 

Sleep!  Sleep,  my  KINGLY  ONE!  ' 


(More  exceipts  from  a  diary  Lottie  After  prayers  tonight,  Mrs.  C-apid  to 

Moon  kept  during  a  country  evangelis-  ^  men  that  she  was  “tired  to  death” 
tic  tear  in  1879.  She  was  then  in  the  and  invited  them  to  co****  *6*^ 
early  part  of  her  long  career  as  a  mis-  rt>w.  Two  of  them,  however,  an  still 
sionary  in  North  China.)  lingering 

A  VILLAGE  IN  NORTH  CHINA  - 
After  teaching  nearly  a  dozen  ghis,  I 
was  invited  to  make  a  visit  The  girls — 
most  of  them  —  followed  and  one  took 
my  hand  to  lead  me.  Arriving  there, 
the  lady  of  the  house,  who  is  too  re¬ 
spectable  to  go  oui,  received  n»e  very 
cordially  and  pretty  soon  a  number  of 
pleasant  women  canM  in.  Being  in  an 
uncommonly  good  humor,  I  allowed 
them  to  ask  questions  and  finger  my 
clothes  to  their  hearts’  content.  My 
shoes,  my  hat,  my  cuffs,  my  watch,  my 
clothes,  all  came  in  for  examination 
and  criticism.  (Note:  Miss  Moon  later 
adopted  Chinese-style  dress. ) 

I  have  never  gotten  so  nev  the 
people  in  my  life  as  during  this  visit, 
never  had  so  many  opportunities  to 
press  home  upon  their  consciences 
their  duty  to  G^  and  the  claims  of  the 
Savior  to  their  love  and  devotion.  I  feel 
more  and  nH>re  that  this  work  is  of  God 


lingering,  one  of  the  two  a  bright,  .of  matting,  a  man’s  saddle,  a  cotton 
young  teacher  who  is  our  host. , . .  beater,  two  old  baskets  filled  with|^e 

Today  the  usual  routine  of  teaching  burs,  and  variousother  things  of  wMch 
women  ^  children.  I  noted  an  inci-  I  know  no  EngUah  name.  The  wall, 
dent  peculiarly  Chinese.  A  womM  was  which  is  not  black  but  only  a  dull 

persuading  a  boy  to  do  something  he  brown,  is  adorned  with  a  picture 

did  not  wish  to  do,  and  said:  "Do,  and  which,  in  a  Western  house,  would  pass 
I’ll  look  out  a  daughter-in-law  for  for  Satan  for  its  ugliness, 
you.”  This  arises,  of  course,  from  the  The  sensation  of  cleanliness  is  en- 

fact  that  in  Chinese  ideas  the  moot  inv-  joyable;  the  air  here  is  not  impreg- 

portant  relation  a  woman  can  hold  is  iwted  with  the  odors  of  past  genera- 
that  of  daughter-in-law.  ‘  '  '  " 

April  9 — To  our  surprise,  this  morn¬ 
ing,  we  found  that  snow  had  fallen  in 
the  night  to  the  depth  of  about  two  in¬ 
ches.  Mrs.  C.  remarked  that  she  knew 

Mrs. - was  pitying  us  very  much, 

and  saying  that  this  work  we  are  doing 
isn’t  “woman’s  sphere.”  It  is  comfort¬ 
able  to  know  that  we  are  responsible  to 
God  and  not  to  man.  It  is  a  small  mat¬ 
ter  to  be  judged  of  man’s  judgment — 

It  is  pleasant  to  be  out  of  that  dirty  heated^  but  this  passed  out 
hole  in  which  we  have  spent  two  days 


its  dirt  floor,  we  declined  to  receive 
anyone  and  retired  to  the  kong,  which 
is  warm  and  comfortable.  True,  there 
was  a  suffocating  smoke  when  it  was 

on  opening 

doors.  I  forgot  to  say  we  have  a  piece  of 
new,  clean  matting  on  the  kong.  Is  it 
any  wonder  we  feel  like  kings’ 
daughters  tonight?  Suspended  from 
the  ceiling  are  graceful  festoons  of 
spiders’  webs  a  yard  or  two  in  length, 
adorned  with  smoke  and  dust. 

Mrs.  C.  says  1  should  tell  what  a  jolly 
time  we  have  had  all  through  our  trip. 

“not  laughing  only  when  we  were  too 
tired  to  speak.” 

April  10  —  Spent  the  morning  teach¬ 
ing.  this  afternoon  visited  three  vil¬ 
lages.  In  the  last  two.  my  mind  was 
touched  with  sympathy  for  the 
Savior’s  feeling  when  he  was  “moved 
with  compassion  because  .  .  .  they 
were  ...  as  sheep  having  no 
shepherd.”  It  was  easy  to  speak  ten¬ 
derly  and  earnestly  to  them,  and  some 
seemed  to  take  in  the  words  eagerly 

April  12,  TUNGCHOW  -  We  came 
home  today,  a  distance  of  twenty 
miles,  in  a  fearful  windstorm.  It 
seemed  as  if  chair  and  bearers  would 
be  blown  away.  'The  air  was  filled  with 
clouds  of  dust.  We  stopped  at  one  vil¬ 
lage,  were  invited  into  an  inn.  and 
spent  nearly  an  hour  in  talking  to  at¬ 
tentive  listeners. 

( Lottie  Moon  steadily  increased  her 
country  work  until  she  felt  called  to 
settle  herself  in  Pingtu.  At  this  inland 
county,  120  miles  from  any  other 
foreigner,  she  lived  in  Chinese  fashion 
until  she  established  a  church.  This 
became  the  mother  church  for,  more 
than  thirty  others.  From  Pingtu.  shfe 

wrote  the  moving'letters  which hdp^d  it  owns  all  lochl  fchfir^ff  property  ai^ 
'lHi^’'drg’dm^f6ffV’W'4Wiah's  that  title  to  such  property  reverts  to 
Missionary  Union.  She  also  suggested  the  mother  body  when  a  local  congre- 
a  Christmastime  offering  which  would  gation  votes  to  withdraw, 
raise  funds  for  additional  mis-  The  dispute  was  similsu*  to  a  Georgia 
sionaries.  The  first  offering  brought  in  case  settled  last  spring  by  the  Sup- 
more  than  $3,000.  This  year’s  Lottie  reme  Court  also  involving  a  Presbyte- 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  for  Foreign  rian  congregation.  The  Court  ruled 
Missions  has  a  goal  of  $40.500,000. )  then  that  so-called  “Neutral  principles 


Supreme  Court  Rules  On 
Sects,  Church  Property 

WASHINGTON  (BP) 


Parks  Installation  Set 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  An  instal¬ 
lation  service  for  R.  Keith  Parks, 
executive  director-elect  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board, 
will  be  held  Jan.  7  at  board  headquar¬ 
ters  in  Richmond. 

Parks,  who  has  served  as  the 
board’s  mission  support  division  di¬ 
rector  since  1975,  wiU  replace  Baker  J. 
Cauthen.  who  will  retire  Dec.  31. 

Cauthen.  in  the  main  address,  will 
offer  a  challenge  to  Southern  Baptists 
for  their  future  in  foreign  missions. 
Parks  will  respond  to  that  challenge, 
givjng  some  directions  he  hopes 
Southern  Baptist  foreign  missions 
work  will  take. 


Others  participating  in  the  installa¬ 
tion  will  be  Carolyn  Weatherford, 
executive  director.  Woman’s  Missio¬ 
nary  Union;  Harold C.  Bennett,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary-treasurer.  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee;  Grady  C.  Cothen.  president. 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Boai^;  James 
H.  Smith,  executive  director- 
treasurer,  Brotherhood  Commission; 
John  W.  Patterson,  president.  Foreign 
Mission  Board;  Lut^  JoeTIrampson. 
pastor.  First  Baptist  Church. 
Richmond;  and  William  R.  O’Brien, 
secretary  for  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board’s  denominational  coordination 
department. 


Gambling  Education 
Follows  Convention  Move 


Closest  Convention 
Hotels  Already  Full 


Convention  calling  for  such  education,  men,  or  by  a  church-wide  emphasis. 

’The  Christian  Action  Commission  is  At  this  writing  the  Baptist  Record  is 
offering  twe  tracts  that  are  aimed  at  unaware  of  any  pre-filed  bills  that 
aiding  the  anti-gambling  education  in  would  attempt  to  further  legalize 
the  churches,  and  a  spokesman  said  gambling,  but  they  are  perennially 
there  have  been  a  number  of  calls  for  presented, 
the  material.  The  tracts  are  titled.  In  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  a 

“What’s  So  Bad  about  Gambling”  and  bill  was  passed  excluding  certain  raf- 
‘“Die  Temptation  of  Gambling.”  fles  from  gambling  status,  stating 
During  its  November  session  the  “shalLnot.  apply,  to.  any  zraffle-being 
Mtomsqippi  ^  Baptist  ’CofttvaatitM  held  whero-aiie  pi(ize  is  «ffcrad/B^si 
adopted  'a  resolution  suggesting'  that  non-profit,  civic,  educational  or  religi- 
“we  encourage  our  churches  to  ob-  ous  organization.”  The  Mississippi 
serve  an  anti-gambling  education  em-  State  Constitution  states  that  gambl- 
phasis  sometime  during  the  month  of  ing  in  any  form  is  to  be  prohibited. 
January  1980,  preferably  on  January 
13,  following  the  suggestion  of  the 
Christian  Action  Commission  to  the 
pastors.  .  .  .”  The  resolution  further 
stated  that  “as  citizens,  we  oppose  the 
legalization  of  gambling  in  any  form 
and  communicate  our  attitudes  to  our 
elected  officials  at  all  levels  of  state 
government.” 

In  the  fall  of  1978,  the  Christian  Ac¬ 
tion  Conunission  appointed  an  ad  hoc 
committee  consisting  of  Chairman 
Tom  Sims,  Richton  attorney;  Ervin 
Brown,  Hernando;  Randy  Mobley, 

Olive  Branch;  Don  Henderson,  Nes- 
bit;  Allen  Webb,  Pascagoula;  and 

Bobby  Perry,  Moss  Point.  It  was  this  _  _ _ 

North  Little  Rock.  Ark.  She  and  her  committee  that  developed  strategy  for  gifts  will  be  sent  to churel^ftom  New 
husband  have  three  children,  Lori.  19,  anti-gambling  educaUon  and  opposi-  York  state  to  North  Dakota  while 
Lana.  18,  and  James,  6.  tion  to  legislaUon  favoring  gambling.'  monthly  aid  wiU  be  confeited  upon 

After  their  business  session  the  trus-  Acting  upon  the  committee’s  recom-  four  missions  stations, 
tees  met  at  the  Sun  N  Sand  Motor  mendations,  the  Christian  Action  In  other  business  of  the  biannual 
Hotel  for  the  36th  anniversary  lunc-  Commission  legislative  committee,  meeting,  held  at  the  Newhebron 
heon.  Robert  Wall  of  the  Mississippi  chaired  by  Marvin  Graham  of  Fox-  CJiurch,  W.  J.  Nelson  a  deacon  of  the 
College  staff  used  slides,  music,  worth,  led  the  commission  to  make  New  Hope  Church  was  elected  to  the 
script,  and  special  lighting  effects  to  appropriate  suggestions  to  pastors  for  post  of  (General  Chairman  succeeding 
present  the  ministry  of  the  Baptist  possible  observance  of  an  anti-  David  Rogers  who  mov^  from  the 
Foundation.  Kitchings  stated  that  the  gambling  Sunday.  county  earlier  this  year. 


—  The  11  hotels  some  confirmations  are  delayed  by 
the  1980  Southern  scheduled  computer  listings,  but  he 
n  St.  I»uis  are  ni-  receives  an  update  at  least  every 
ivention  manager  month.  Anyone  with  a  housing  prob- 
zwt^^i  s  lem  should  contact  him  at  615-344-23S6. 

Hotels  that  were  filled  as  of  Nov.  15 
i^’simvMtioQ  are:  Sheraton  St.  Louis,  Bel  Air  Hil- 
•ia6iN«vii'lii>'Vli#  ton;  Holiday  Inn-Rivertront;  Stouf- 
ms  then  available  fer’s  Riverfront;  Marriott’s  Pavilion; 
e  Cervantes  Con-  Mayfair  Hotel;  Lennox  Hotel;  Best 
lere  the  annual  Western-St  Louisian;  Holiday  Inn- 
June  10-12.  Downtown,  Rodeway  Inn-Downtown; 

eservations  is  no  Ramada  Inn-Downtown;  Executive 
scord  breaking  Inn-International;  Sheraton  West 
e  meetings  next  Port. 


Lawrence 
DMF  Will  Aid 
12  Churches 


F oundation  Participants’ 
Fund  Totals  Six  Million 


Elarnings  of  1454,063  for  the  fiscal  years,  and  Jake  Murphy.  Laurel.  Re¬ 
year  ending  June  30, 1979  on  funds  held  turning  to  the  Board  is  Harvey  Ray  of 

in  trust  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Meridian.  Coming  to  the  Board  for  the 

Foundation  were  reported  during  the  First  time  is  Bill  Baker  of  Clinton, 
annual  meeting  of  the  Foundation’s  The  trustees  elected  Mrs.  Norma 
Board  of  Trustees  Dec.  6.  Raymick  as  office  secretary  for  the 

’The  trustees,  meeting  at  the  Baptist  Baptist  Foundation.  Mrs.  Raymick’s 

Building  in  Jaduon,  were  told  that  this  hu^and,  Jim,  has  been  minister  of 

figure  represented  a  yield  on  invest-  music  at  Parkway  Church.  Jackson, 

ments,  for  the  fiscal  year,  of  8.22  per  for  five  years.  Mrs.  Raymick  was  bom 

cent,  a  new  rec^.  in  Canadian,  Texas.  She  received  the 

On  June  30,  1979,  the  participants’  B.S.  degree  from  Hardin-Simmons 

fund  totaled  $5,929,802.37,  Harold  University  and  did  additional  study  in 

Kitchings,  executive  secretary  of  the  music  at  Southwestern  Seminary  and 

Foundation,  revealed.  Since  June  30. 
additional  funds  have  been  added,  ne 
said,  which  now  make  the  particip- 
ants’  fund  total  six  million  dollars. 

Kearney  ’Travis  of  Hattiesburg  was  WWk. 
elected  president  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 

tees.  J.  W.  Barfield  of  Jackson  was  ^ 

elected  vice  president.  A.  L.  Boone  of  ^ 

Winona  was  named  chairman  of  the  gX  ^ 

Executive  Committee.  ^  V 

Two  men  going  off  the  Board  were 

Brookhaven,  who  has  served  on 
Committee 


6:30  P .M,  Monday-^  December  24 
WAPT,  Channel  16 
presented  by 

First  Baptist  Church 
Crystal  Springs 


Volunteers  Build 
For  Volunteers 

SOUTHFIELD,  Mich.  (BP)  -  Con¬ 
struction  on  a  four;unit  apartment 
building  to  house  Baptist  volunteers 
worting  in  Michigan  has  been  com¬ 
pleted  in  Southfield,  just  a  mile  from 
the  Baptist  building  toere. 

The  unit  is’an  offspring  from  an  idea 
of  Owen  Cooper,  of  Yazoo  City,  Miss., 
past  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
(Convention,  in  1975.  Mesaerigers  to  the 
Baptist  State  (Convention  Michigan 
approved  the  building  that  year  and 
niade  immediate  plans  to  finance  the 
$225,000  project. 

Many  volunteers  from  Michigan 
churches  were  involved  in  the  con- 
stnietion,  deco(rating  and  landscap- 
ing.'*ntee  units  Wilw  for  short-term 
volunteers  and  the  fourth  is  to  be  pp- 
fT?)  served  for  a  missionary-in-residence. 


Baptist  Foundation  trustees  elected  Kiarney  Travis  of  Hattiesburg  as  president,  J. 
W.  Barfield  of  Jackson  as  vice  president,  ind  Harold  Kitchings,  Jackson,  as  secretary. 
Left  to  right:  Qrady  Doss.  Eupora.  Executive  (tommittee  member;  Krtchings,  execu¬ 
tivesecretary,  Baptist  Foundation;  BarliHd;  A.  L.  Boone  of  Winona.'Chalrman  of  the 
Executive  Committee;  Travis;  and  E.  L;  Herring.  ExecutiveXommittee  member. 


Lifoiallenge 


"I  will  never  sleep  again!”  This  re¬ 
sponse  was  heard  from  B.  C.  Sellers, 
pictured,  pastor  of  the  Oakland 
CInrch,  (jaklaaC  Mi|a.  He  was  writ-, 
inc  his  ^l^ek  id  the  Lottie  Moo* 
(CMMaiaii, weeing.  After  a  we*^  af; 
taft^tbe^Qhrtber  of  cups  of  qqfte 
seitt  25  pente  per  cm 
fo^liMTi  riioriirtfbffering.  In  keedlai 
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Diane  Smith.  .  . 

(Continue^from  Page  1) 

Seminary,  Fort 

She  hu  done  interim  and  sununer 
youth  woii  at  Broadway  Church,  Fort 
Worth;  Broadmoor  Churdi,  Jackson; 
and 

Mex.  She  comes  die  bowl  from  an 
intorim  position  youth  minister  at 
First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson. 

The  daughter  the 
J^kson,  she  has  served  as  a  summer 

^^^■■[^BIViHHBBHHHHU^^HHiiB^^H  Dakota 

t  A f  1  • .  ^.  .  ^  worked  on  Glorieta  Baptist  Confer- 

■  White  Christmas  at  Caesar  '^t5«TKiiLu«,« 

Por  most  Baptists,  Christmas  time  means  Lottie  Moon  offering  time.  Union  Church  ®*®^  senior  high  girls. 

«t  Caesar,  Pearl  River  County,  combined  the  two  when  it  designated  Sunday,  Oe-  /~y  j  ^  ,, 

c^ttber  9  as  White  Christmas  Day,  «Wten  its  Lottie  Moon  offering  would  be  taken.  A  \jrl*fl|j  V  f  1 1 

goal  of  $4,000  was  set.  v-r*c*vajr  v^i.\yvVfCll 

Each  Sunday  School  dees  set  its  own  goal  for  the  offering  that  day,  and  at  the  I7i|  1  T\/^iaA' 

beginning  of  the  morning  worship  service  the  amounts  of  these  offerings  were  i^ilPPtPfl  I  If  I 
tallied.  The  total  amount  was  not  $4,000  but  $5,063.11. 

Grady  Crowell  is  new  director  of 
missions  for  Qarke  and  Wayne  Bap¬ 
tist  Associations. 

SA  native  of 
Winston  County, 
Miss.,  Crowell 
comes  back  to  Mis¬ 
sissippi  from  Love¬ 
land,  Ohio,  where 
he  has  been  pastor 
oi  Springvale  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  since 
1975. 

Crowell  \  graduate  of 
Clarke  College  and  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege,  Crowell  earned  the  bachelor  of 
divinity  degree  (now  the  master  of  di¬ 
vinity)  from  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

He  has  been  pastor  of  Crystal  Ridge 
and  West  End  Churches,  both  in 
Louisville,  Miss.;  Briel  Avenue 
Qiurch,  Natchez;  Bethlehem  C3uirch, 
Hartselle,  Ala.;  New  Friendship 
Church,  Somerville,  Ala.;  First 
Church,  Felicity,  Ohio;  and  Grace 
Missionary  Church,  Norwood,  Ohio. 

The  Springvale  Church  is  sponsor  of 
Blackhawk  Baptist  Mission  near 
Blanchester,  Ohio,  and  is  the  third 
mission  in  which  Oowell  has  been  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  mother  church. 

Crowell  is  married  to  the  fwmer 
Martha  Ann  Hall  of  Malone,  Fla.  They 
have  one  daughter. 


(CnnUmisd  from  Page  i) 

sacriflce  on  the 
^  canvalgn  di- 
rnctaf^tMlfaaaby,  he  wld,  was  in  gjv- 
y»**yhcrlaBd  be  had  been  sav¬ 
ing  far  rwtfreiBMrt.  Cutrell  said  the 
*1  decided  the  Lord  might 


dhhi’t  even  know  her  name.”  said  Cut-  cent,thenbegantofalltoabout9per- 
ren,  who  met  her  at  the  drug  store.  cent  Now  it  is  back  up  in  the  10  percent 

In  January  of  i$37  Cutrell  entered  range.  “Pastors  are  the  key  influence 

Ou^U  BaptM  (College)  Oniverslty  97  percent  of  the  time,”  said  Cutrell. 
tod  in  August  of  IM  be  msnied  Willa.  Another  area  of  giving  that  eocour- 

With  some  temporary  setbacks,  like  a  ages  CutreU  is  that  13  years  ago  about 

slipped  disc,  cutrell  eventually  ended  350  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  were 
up  with  a  theology  degree  from  New  not  givii«  anything  to  the  Cooperative 
®*‘l*nn»  Seminary.  Program.  Today  that  figure  has  been 

During  thoae  years  he  was  pastor  of  cut  in  half, 
churches  in  Planeville,  Batesville,  and  Cutrell  began  his  ministry  five  years 

Eudora,  all  in  Arkansas.  Then  to  Mis-  before  the  campaign  “Debt  Free  in 
sisiippi  where  he  was  pastor  of  Cal-  ’43.”  “I  reaUy  became  sold  on  the 
noun  City,  First  (liurch  tor  seven  Cooperative  Program  early  in  my 
years;  Trinity  Church,  Bikai  for  three  ministry.  I’ve  watched  it  grow,”  he 

years;  and  then  to  Eupora,  First  said. 

Church  for  four  and  a  half  years.  He  said  he  feels  the  Cooperative 

In  19$4,  ho  left  Eupora  to  go  into  as-  Program  is  what  holds  Southern  Bap- 
sociatioiial  work.  He  was  director  of  tists  together,  plus  It  is  something  that 

misaioas  for  Greoada-Yakbusha  for  people  can  use  to  "blow  off  steam” 
^  and  a  half  years,  then  at  Rankin  when  they  are  angry  at  a  program  or 
loroneyear.HestarMattheconven-  policy. 
ti<»  board  in  1967.  UnUnilted  Resources 

He  s^  he^B  missed  tte  pastorate.  m  his  years  of  ministry  CutreU  said 
"  watching  there  are  seveFbl  things  he  would  like 
Peopl^w.  UnW  jw  he  hu  to  have  changed  about  the  way 
^  *^**1®'"^’  churches  do  business.  “At  least  50  per- 
?*.**i?  **  "  **ff**’  ^  church  budgets  are  based  on  a 

ISSlS he  s  ^  too  busy  with  church’s  concept  of  what  man  has 
^wardship  workshops  and  cam-  proven  he  can  do-instead  of  the  unli- 
•-tiL*’.  w....  u  mited  resources  ofGod,”  said  CutreU. 

^  o™**«  <*«>«*  faciUties  he  said, 
tnatpreparatioa  for  the  same  congre-  “-rhere  must  be  balance  between  the 

•‘«fwi  W - «****«tic  and  the  practical.  If  it’s  not 

J!S?  12.  *1*^  ®  ^  serving  to  reach  new  people,  it’s  not 
s^y,  added  Cutrdl,  who  is  gener-  necessary.”  He  said  he  still  does  not 


me  any  day  and  I  wanted  to  see 
?*•  “S?’' Lord  while 
I  m  uving.”  llie  man  gave  the  land  to 
tennq^aign  and  was  offered  about 
twice  his  evaluation  of  its  worth 
^twU’a  days  of  sacrifice  came 
•hen  he  started  tithing  while  support¬ 
ing  Us  mother  and  a  brother  on  $10  per 

WMk  M  a  drug  store  soda  Jerk.  Hus 
•as  shortly  after  he  became  a  Christ- 
innatage23. 

In  Cufrell’s  early  years,  his  parents 
“got  into  Christian  Science.”  And  his 
father  (bed  an  untimely  death  at  age  42 
“without  benefit  of  a  doctor,”  recalled 
QitreB.  And  though  he  continued  in 
&mday  School  until  age  14  and  had  a 
mother  who  read  the  Bible  to  him  and 

theUmily.  “for  seven  or  ei^t  years  I 
got  away  from  everytUim  I’d  been 
taught,”  he  said. 

Then,  at  about  age  22,  a  former  high 
school  principal  came  by  the  store 
where  he  was  derk  and  told  Clarence 
he’d  pick  him  that  Sunday  for  Sun-  paigns. 

day  School.  He  went  and  shorty  there-  ~ 

after  he  was  going  to  Methodist  Sun- 
^  School  and  BYPU  (Baptist  Young  gation  that  makes  you  fradi  "he  tak 
People’s  Union)  on  Su^y  nights.  “i  ‘  ' 

tot^  grew  in  this  Christianity  study,”  added  CutreU.  Who  is  genei 
Mtt^ihinaga  tent  revival  in  Pine  aUy  known  by  hU  fellow  workers  as 
Bhiff,  Ark.,  under  the  preaching  of  Bible  scholar. 

Evangelist  Mordecai  F.  Hamm,  that  Here  Alive 

“I  am  more  aUve  when  I  am  preach 
faitt  in  Jem  ^  ‘“g  than  any  other  Ome,”  he  said 

The  pastor  of  First  Church,  Pine  “There  is  a  sense  of  riahtness  ”  no 

Bluff.  Pe|^  Webb.  Sr.,  and  a  Baptist 

.  Hypertensionkeepshimfromenjoy 
^  ^  detail  work  of  keepin( 

“P  figures,  but  thu,  he  said  ii 
a  month,  though,  to  docida  whathar  to  somathing  ha  anioys  anyway 

beaMetl^^aBaptist  TTiediffer-  -rm  reaUy  en^ag^  I  think  ttu 
ences  in  beliefs  toward  baptism  cod-  Bold  Mission  Thrust  U  reaUy  catchim 

vinced  him  to  be  Baptut,  he  s^.  on  and  we  are  noting  some  things  tfaai 

In  only  a  year  he  had  been  bcensed  are  very  encouraging,”  he  said.  Hi 

"S  explained  that  the  percentage  of  Um 

^  had  met  WiUa  Shults  who  was  to  toUl  offering  plate  given  to  thi 

*****’  Cooperative  Program  is  rising.  Ir 

I  invited  her  to  a  revival  service.  I  1959.  it  reached  iU  peak  at  11.27  per 

Christian  Action,  Miss. 
Seminary  Plan  Seminars  i 

A  series  of  Humah  Relations  Semi-  nars— two  will  be  in  Jackson— are  set 
aarsjraasheduledioriniid-Januaryin  for  Jan.  14,  IS,  IS.-and  17,  with  five 
tNaMMMppi  eMm.  iiie'fiveeen*^  MiiMwippi  Baptist  pastors  as  guest 

speakers  at  the  meetings.  Dick  Bro- 
gan,  prcai^t  of  Mississippi  Baptist 
SemiMry  in  Jackson  wiU  speak  at  aU 
of  the  meetings,  telling  about  the  prog- 
^  seminary. 

Other  speakers  wiU  each  lead  ses- 
sions  at  one  of  the  five  meetings. 
Dates,  speakers,  and  place  of  mee^ 
j  ings  is  as  follows:  Jan.  14,  P.  A. 
^  Michel,  at  Co-Lin  Junior  College, 
^  ES2l  Brookhaven;  Jan.  15  (two  meetings) 

j.  Roy  McComb,  Baptist  Building, 
llegaB  IVficbel  Jacksm  (morning);  and  Ed  North, 

. _ ,  ^  ^  Missiuippi  Baptist  Seminary, 

Jackson  (evening);  Jan.  1$,  Jackie 
Hamilton,  First  Baptist  Church, 
m  StarkvUle;  and  Jan.  17,  Harold  Jor- 

m  ^  dan.  Delta  Jhnior  College,  Moorhead. 

1  meetings  wiU  aU  take  place  10 


Jimmy  Allen  Is  Named.  To 
Head  R-TV  Commission 


FURNITURE  A  EQUIPMENT 
Churned  •  Pews  •  (Classroom 
Educational  •  Recreational 
Pews  Upholstered  or  Cushiondd'' 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  CMIPANY 
Box  920  CUntiMi.  MS: 


3he  Needs 


PEW  CUSHIONS 
Quality,  Comfort  and  beauty. 
We  believe  we  can 
save  your  church  money. 

3  week.s  delivery  on  fabric  in  stock 
For  free  estimate  contact: 

Eugene  Hughes 

Route  2,  Box  159A 
Gurdon,  Ark.  71743 
Ph.  (501)  353-6556 


Sunday  School 
Sets  Teaching/ 
Growth  Meets 


A  total  of  32  Sunday  School  Teach¬ 
ing/Growth  Conferences  are  set  in 
1960  for  Mississippi  Baptists.  These 
conferences  are  designed  to  activate  a 

^..M..u>.ucu  uutii  raKc  11  “growth  Spirit”  and  Offer  fundamen- 

*  million  for  hunger  and  relief  work  tals  for  better  Bible  teaching, 

roved  the  $40,000  to  provide  a  nulk  around  the  world,  a  major  increase  E^ch  meeting  will  have  two  parts:  a 

inker  and  a  two-ton  truck  for  hauling  over  the  $1.7  million  given  in  all  of  1978.  general  session  and  a  specialization 

lilk  and  other  food  suppUes  to  the  re-  C^ieyne  said  the  b^d  has  been  “in-  session.  The  second  will  include  four 
igee  camps  in  Thail^.  undaM  by  caUs  from  people  wanting  age  group  conferences,  one  for  pastor 

Cauthen  emphasized  that  the  to  know  what  they  can  do  to  help  in  the  and  staff,  and  one  for  Sunday  School 
i00,000  voted  in  November  and  this.  Cambodian  relief.”  The  emphasis  on  directors. 

[test  appropriation  do  not  represent  Cambodia,  while  coming  at  the  same  The  meetings  are  sponsored  by  the 
lenoaximum  amount  which  the  board  time  as  the  annual  Lottie  Moon  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
prepar^  to  <Mgnate  for  this  re-  C^stmas  Offering  for  foreign  mis-  Board's  Sunday  School  department. 
Igee  wwk.  sions,  has  not  detracted  from  strong  Each  meeting  will  begiiuit  7  p.m.  and 

Both  he  and  John  R.  (^yne,  as-  interest  being  shown  in  meeting  this  conclude  at  9:30.  ~ 

iciate  consultant  for  relief  minis-  year’s  $40.5  million  Lottie  Moon  goal.  A  complete  schedule  for  1980  is  listed 

ies,  stressed  that  the  board  stands  WilliamR.  O’Brien,  secretary  (tf  the  below, 
lady  to  expand  its  assistance  as  mis-  board’s  denominational  coordination  Jan.  21  Pascagoula,  First 
^ries  art  vohmtrers  are  able  to  department,  reported  that  12,640  calls  Jan.  22  Biloxi,  First 
ilize  additional  funds  art  as  funds  had  been  received  by  Dec.  11  through  Jan.  24  Picayune,  First 
om  Southern  Baptists  are  made  av-  the  Foreign  Missions  Hotline,  an  in-  Feb.  11  Wiggins,  First 
“P**-  coming  WATS  line  installed  to  share  Feb.  12  Lucedale,  First 

Tmough  November  of  this  year,  information  with  Southern  Baptists  Feb.  25  Kosciusko,  First 
mthern  Baptms  have  given  the  aboyt  their  worldwide  missions  out-  Feb.  28  Brookhaven,  First 
ireign  Mission  Board  more  than  $2.5  reach.  Mar  3  Hattiesburg,  Temple 

Mar.  4  Brandon,  First 

<11  A  miaT»v»4i9-f-o  \Y7ill  Mar.  20  Natchez,  First 

alvTfl'rV  At  ^33<irr“tlS  Will  Mar.  25  Quitman,  Missim  Center 

4CXX  V  exx  j  ,  XX I.  ,  Mar.  27  Bay  Springs,  Bay  Springs 

T—  Apr.  7  Vicksburg,  Woodlawn 

*pcpp^l~ll|lo  S  -l-H  v-iOIlCcri  Apr.  8  Jackson,  Parkway 

cxovcxgvfixxcx  ^  ^pj.  Leiart,  First 

LL-r%  •  At  Apr.  15  Greenwood,  First 

lings  Praipe  ■  *5,  " 

-  .  ■  -  .  _ _ _  The  Sharretts,  a  gospel  trio,  WiU  be  Apr.  22  Amiwy,  First 

in  concert  in  William  Carey  Apr.  24  Winona,  First 
^oOege’s  Thomas  HaU  Auditorium,  May  1  Southaven.  Colonial  HiUs 

**»fiie*burg,onSaturday,Dec.22,at7  •  May  5  McComb,  First 

P  ™- The  concert  is  presented  by  the  ’May  6  Meridian,  Calvary 

Life  Concert  Mrtstries.  May  15  Union,  First 

rtay,  Dec.  16  at  7  p.m.  In  their  Also  featured  during  the  program  May  19  Cleveland,  Imnaanuel 
.  ♦K  I  w  Mfi  be  Chris  Elkins,  a  widely  traveled  May  20  Clarksdale,  Oakhurist 

rfi^f*rt^tingln^  celebra.  ChrisUan  speaker  who  spent  three  May  26  HoUy  Springs,  First 

WMamemberoLtheUniflcaUon  May  27  Oxford,  Norti  Oxford 

Jwmderdi^  of  Mrs.  to  Church  (Moonies)  pi^  to  his  accep-  May  29  Bruce,  Firsf 

.  *»ceof  Christ  June  16  StarkviUe,  First 

The  Sharretts  perform  a  variety  June  17  Louisville,  East 
Christian  music,  ranging  fr‘om  June  19  Laurel,  West  Laurel 


FMB  Allots  Relief  Funds 
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USE  ELECTRICITY 
WISELY 


Only  you  can  datarmlna  tha  amount  o< 
alactricity  you  um.  flociric  powar  i«  a 
vakiabla  ratoufca,  to  eonMtva  it  whanavot 
poMibla.  A  low  tipti 
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Editorials 


The  birth  of  Christ 


Two  weeks  I  was  in  Bethlehem 
for  my  third  visit,  but  this  time  it  was 
closer  to  Christmas  than  the  others. 

If  one  can  peel  away  the  religious 
trapp^s  and  the  huge  stbne  church 
bailing  that  occupy  the  traditional 
site  of  the  birthplan  of  Christ,  he  can 
begin  to  let  the  significance  of  the  birth 
date  of  Christ  seep  into  his  conscious¬ 
ness.  It  makes  no  difference  whether 
or  not  the  cave  that  is  below  the  build¬ 
ing  is  the  exact  spot  of  the  birth.  It 
makes  no  difference  that  Dee,  25 
may  not  be  the  exact  date  of  Chris's 
birth.  He  was  bom  in  Bethlehem,  hnd 
the  city  stands  today  as  a  testimony  of 
the  life  of  the  Savior.  The  grotto  that  is 
the  traditional  site  of  the  birth  is  a 
quiet  place  where  there  are  no  burden¬ 
some  religious  ornaments  or  souvenir 
shops.  One  can  meditate  and  let  scrip¬ 
tural  references  pertaining  to  the  birth 
abide  in  those  thoughts. 

In  Micah  5:2.  *‘But  thou.  Bethlehem 
Ephratah.  though  thou  be  little  among 
the  thousands  of  Judah,  yet  out  of  thee 
shall  he  come  forth  unto  me  that  is  to 
be  ruler  in  Israel;  whose  goings  forth 
have  been  from  erf  old.  from  everlast- 


•hg.”  designate  the  division  in  the  calendar  by  the  end  of  the  century  Who  know* 

Matthew  2:M.  “When  Her^  the  that  Chrisfs  birth  ^asionedX  hiw  mSh  Tongi^  ^li  Sle  MU 
king  had  heard  tlK»e  t^s.  ^  was  even  they  recopuxe  that  birth  and  de-  ions  of  the  peojle  who  need  to  hear  dc 
troubled.andall  Jerusalem  with  hun.  signate  the  division  m  the  calendar  by  not  have  thatl^ 

And  when  he  had  gath^aU  the  chief  using  Befwe  the  Common  Era  and  The  We  don’t  have  to  buttonhole 

priests  and  scribes  of  the  people  to-  Common  Era.  everyone  who  comes  down  the  streel 

^  andTnsist  that  he  listen.  But  he  mus 

Christ  should  be  bora.  And  they  said  and  started  over  again  with  the  birth  of  know  that  we  believe 

unto  him.  In  Bethlehem  of  Ju^ea:  for  Christ.  Even  this,  however,  is  reta-  It’s  the  Christmas  season  Let’s  lis- 
thus  It  is  written  by  the  promts.  And  Uvely  umnaportmt^o  factors  must  ten  to  the  beautiful  carols  and  reflect 
thou  Bethlehem,  in  the  land  of  Juda.  ackwwledg^.  Oro  Is  that  He  was  on  His  birth  and  worship  Him  Ut’s 
art  not  the  least  among  the  princes  of  The  world  acknowledges  this,  gather  with  our  families  when  we  can 

Juda;  for  out  of  thee  shall  come  a  Gov-  The  other  is  that  He  was  God  Himself  and  enjoy  the  closeness  of  that  hiahly 
emor.  that  shall  rule  my  people  Is-  who  entered  history  at  that  point  to  be-  importont  human  instituUon. 
rael.  come  the  sacrificial  lamb  that  had  But  we  must  also  work  to  carry  to  the 

John’sclassicstatementin  1;  1  and2,  been  the  center  of  Jewish  belief  and  world  the  message  of  His  birth  life 
“In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  worship  for  centuries.  This  fact  is  death,  and  resurrection  Southern 
the  Word  was  with  God.  and  the  Word  acknowledged  by  only  a  small  portion  Baptists  have  devised  ways  so  that 
was  Ga±  The  same  was  in  the  of^  world.  those  of  us  who  stay  at  home  can  very 

ning  with  God.”  precedes  his  great  de-  Ckie  high-placed  Jewish  official  told  easily  finance  the  work  of  those  who 
claradon  of  verse  14.  “And  the  Word  me.  “You  and  I  believe  in  the  same  will  go.  All  we  have  to  do  at  home  is 
was  made  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us.  Messiah.  You  believe  He  has  come  and  give  our  money.  Let’s  give  and  let’s 
land  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  wiU  come  again.  We  believe  He  is  yet  pray. 

of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father.  I  full  to  come.  Let’s  wait  unUl  He  comes  and  The  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 

of  and  truth.”  see  who  He  is.”  is  half  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s 

This  one  event  in  this  little  town  But  we  can’t  wait.  That  has  been  our  budget.  The  other  half  comes  from  the 
changed  the  course  of  human  history,  problem  through  the  ages.  We’ve  CooperaUve  Program.  The  command 
The  Jewish  people  don’t  use  Before  waited.  The  world  must  hear,  and  we  to  “Go  ye”  means  that  we  must  sup- 
Christ  and  In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  to  must  try  to  get  the  Word  to  everyone  port  both.  Let’s  not  wait 


Faces  And  Places 


*00  ,  The stc^ffisfAcmmngalate afternoon 
is  a  dinner.  I  told  them  I  wouldn’t  cook  on 
ice  Christmas  Day.'  Everybody  will  bring 
ter-  something.  I  ordered  a  ham,  but  / 
Is-  might  not  get  it,  for  they  are  hard  to 
find.  It  might  have  to  be  bought  in 
hil-  Jerusalem.  Then  we’ll  have  a  little 
int)  party  that  night  and  exchange  gifts. 
the  How  many  are  on  the  staff? 
ons  Three  missionary  families,  plus  a 

lion  volunteer  couple  and  five  journeymen. 
her  You  won’t  have  turkey? 

A1  Actually,  yes.  But  that  will  come  the 
weekend  after  Christmas.  You  know 
ard  the  Baptist  Village  used  to  be  an  or- 
Tad  pharuige  and  many  of  those  who  lived 
jnd  here  as  children  will  return  the 
^  uxekend  after  Christmas  for  a  reun- 
id’s  •  .Jjjn.  Then  /  will  cook  a  traditional 
the  Christmas  dinner,  much  like  I  would 
hat  cook  in  Mississippi,  and  we  ll  have 
was  a  happy  experience,  so  on  October  turkey.  And  plenty  qf fresh  fndt  is  av- 
1  of  this  year  she  arrived  in  Israel,  to  ailablefor  any  meal. 

ki.  — j  •*  u  begin  a  year  as  cook  for  the  BapUst  Why  don’t  you  do  the  shopping  your- 
Mary  his  espoused  wife,  being  Village,  a  conference  center  in  Central  rself? 

Kertransportfition  and  money  I  candnve.andlcouldborrowacar. 
.™ i  - u  !’  'nodental  expenses  came  from  un-  but  I’d  rather  not  drive.  wUhaUthe 


Part  two  of  two  parts  .  .  . 

The  birth  of  Jesus  in  its  historical  setting 


lueless  corpse.  The  year  was  30  B.C., 

A  battle  between  Antony  and  Octa-  and  in  less  than  twenty-five  years 

vian  was  inevitable.  At  Cleopatra’s  Jesus  would  be  born  not  many  miles 

urging.  Antony  placed  all  of  his  for-  away,  in  a  place  called  Bethlehem, 
tunes  on  a  sea  battle  in  spite  of  the  fact  OcUvian,  the  one-time  co-ruler  with 

that  his  fleet  was  inferior  to  Octa-  Mark  Antony  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
vian’s.  Antony’s  final  battle  took  place  was  now  the  sole  ruler  of  the  Mediter- 
off  thecoast  of  Greece  on  September  2.  ranean  world .  Soon  he  would  adopt  the 

31  B  C.  aeopatra  had  contributed  title,  Augusta.  He  would  be  the  first 
sixty  ships  to  the  battle  and  sailed  out  emperor  to  wear  that  title.  We  know 
in  one  of  them  to  be  near  Antony  during  him  as  Caesar  Augustus.  His  name 

the  fighting.  When  things  began  to  turn  appears  one  time  in  the  New  Testa- 
sour  for  Antony,  she  summoned  her  ment.  in  Luke  2;I,  where  Luke  writes: 
ship^gpdjlfd.  Aotoay.watphed  her  go.  “And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days, 

but  not  for  Ioai/-He<pmaiif>lly4«nied>''n»  that  fhene' Trent -out  a  decree'from'’ 
bM  8tm^fr»nrth«  l>MUa>  awl  saiM^  Caesar  Augustus,  that  all  the  world 

o^ilfll^l^ifBh^lth^^SMMantwaeiAhBDnutshoaMh^  . .  . . 

victor.  *  ' 

Antony  and  Cleopatra  went  back  to 
Alexandria,  knowing  that  their  days 
were  few.  Octavian  was  not  far  behind. 

He  soon  arrived  with  his  legions.  An¬ 
tony  thought  to  salvage  the  impossible 
situation  by  challenging  Octavian  to  a 
personal  duel,  but  Octavian  was  too 
shrewd  to  accept  his  challenge. 

Antony  then  received  word  that 
Cleopatra  had  committed  suicide,  but 
the  report  was  false.  'The  truth,  how¬ 
ever,  arrived  too  late  to  save  Antony. 

He  had  fallen  on  his  sword.  He  was 
carried  into  Cleopatra’s  presence 
where  shortly  afterward  he  died  in  her 
arms.  A  love  affair  that  had  rocked  the 
world  was  over. 

ReUed  oa  Charm 

Octavian  and  his  army  had  marched  everyone  into  his  own  city.” 
to  the  doors  of  Alexandria.  He  was  only  “For  a  long  time  it  seemed  as  though 

thirty-three  and  Geopatra  was  had  made  a  mistake.  It  was 

thirty-nine.  Still,  however,  she  relied  ody  when  a  fragment  of  a  Roman  in- 

on  hCT  charm  and  beauty  which  had  scription  was  discovered  at  Antioch 

won  the  hearts  of  both  Julius  Caesar  Ibat  the  surprising  fact  emerged  that  the  reason.  She  shhll  accompany  him. 

and  Mark  Antony.  But  her  beauty  was  Quirinius  had  been  in  Syria  once  be-  as  though  she  were  his  wife,  and  the 

impotent  against  the  cold  virtue  of  Oc-  fore  on  a  mission  from  the  Emperor  two  of  them  shall  put  down  their  names 

tavian.  He  not  only  refused  her  ad-  Augustus  . . .”  (and)  Quirinius  estab-  in  Bethlehem  as  descendants  of  David, 

vances,  but  promptly  told  her  that  he  iished  his  seat  of  government  as  well  And  now  the  Scripture  is  fulfilled, 

intended  to  add  Egypt  to  the  Roman  R*  bis  headquarters  in  Syria  between  They  are  in  Bethlehem.  And  the  great 

Empire  and  to  take  her  to  Rome  in  lOandTB.C."  drama  of  the  ages  is  ready  to  unfold; 

The  census  which  was  ordered  by  “And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days. 

'This  was  too  much  for  Cleopatra.  Caesar  Augustus  was  for  two  reasons:  there  went  out  a  decree  from 

She  had  two  asps,  the  venomous  adder  First  it  was  used  to  call  men  up  for  Caesar  Augustus,  that  a'l  the  world 

of  Egypt,  smuggled  iqtoher  in  a  basket  military  service  and  second,  for  taxa-  should  be  taxed.  (And  this  taxing 

of  figs.  She  allowed  one  of  the  reptiles  tion  purposes.  This  was  its  purpose  for  was  first  made  when  Cyrenius  was 

to  bite  her  bosom  and  in  a  few  minutes  being  taken  in  Palestine,  during  the  governor  of  Syria. )  And  all  went  to 

the  most  dazzling  of  all  Queens  lay  a  days  of  Joseph  and  Mary!  be  taxed,  every  one  into  his  own 


This  c^bsus  was  taken  in  the  empire 
every  fouheenth  year.  “Rome  would 
never  have  been  able  on  the  strength  of 
its  own  resources  to  afford  the  luxury 
of  Us  much  admired  magnificent 
buildings  and  sporty  grounds,  its  ex¬ 
travagant  way  of  living,  or  its  expen¬ 
sive  system  of  administering  its  em¬ 
pire.”  The  Roman  emperors  like  to 
guarantee  their  people  “bread  and 
circuses”  —  at  no  cost  to  the  citizens 
And  this  was  the  way  they  did  it. 

When  the  decree  went  out  from 
Caesar  Augustus  that  all  the  Roman 
world  should  be  enrolled  in  the  census, 
Joseph  and  Mary  were  living  in 
Nazareth  of  Galilee.  But  the  Scrips'* 
tures  had  plainly  foretold,  seven 
hundred  years  earlier,  in  Micah  5:2, 
that  the  Messiah  should  be  bora  in 
Bethlehem  of  Judah.  How  was  this  to 
be  accomplished  that  the  Scriptures 
might  be  fulfilled? 
the  first  Procurator  of  Judaea.  It  is  j 

known  from  historical  documents  that  Descendants  of  David 

he  took  a  census  of  that  area  between  Both  Mary  and  Joseph  were  descen- 
A.D.  7  and  6,  but  this  can  not  be  the  one  dants  of  David.  David  was  from  the 
referred  to  by  Luke  because  by  that  tribe  of  Judah  and  Bethlehem  was  his 
time  Jesus  was  more  than  ten  years  hometown.  According  to  the  Jewish 
old.  But,  according  to  the  Biblical  nar-  mode  of  registration  in  a  census,  the 
rative,  Caesar  Augustus  took  the  cen-  people  would  enroll  by  tribes  or  clans, 
sus  when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  lat  the  place  where  the  ancestral  re- 
Syria,forLukesaysthatinLuke2;l-3:  'cords  were  kept.  Since  Joseph  and 
“And  this  taxing  was  first  made  Mary  had  desc^ed  from  David  of  the 
when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  tribe  of  Judah,  they  would  make  the 

Syria.  And  all  went  to  be  taxed,  journey  to  Bethlehem  and  there  be 

counted.  They  were  still  not  yet  “hus¬ 
band  and  wife.”  they  were  only  bet¬ 
rothed  or  engaged,  as  the  Scriptures 
plainly  declare.  But  she  was  pregnant, 
and  the  angel  had  explained  to  Joseph 


lies .  Consider  Col.  3:9  “Lie  not  one  to  The  Salt  II  treaty,  I  have'the  film  “The 

“SS’  *  II  .A  ij  *  o  Syndrome,"  a  26-minute  16mm 

WhCT  w  tell  our  children  of  Santa  color  documentary  produced  by 

^  all  his  gl^,  we  support  not  one  American  Security  Council  Education 
but  a  multitude  of  lies.  FoundaUon  for  the  Coalition  for  Peace 

Is  the  fabled  Santa  an  insult  to  Jesus  through  Strength  in  which  we  hear 
(Jhrist?  Or  IS  It  an  insult  to  God’s  Intel-  from  experte  like  Gov. .  WiUiam  P. 

“*?***•  ,  .....  Clements,  Jr.  former  deputy  secret- 

Do  we  deal  wth  the  problem  or  pass  ary  of  defense;  Hon.  J.  WiUiam  Mid- 
it  on  to  the  next  generations,  as  we  re-  dendorf,  former  secretary  of  the  navy  * 
cened  it.  unchanged’  Adm.  Thomas  Moorer.  USN.  (Ret) 

Do  wr  pastors,  v.ao  ooast  that  they  former  chairman  jointchi^ofstaffs- 
preach  the  true  gospel,  preach  on  this  and  others, 
matter  ^  This  will  answer  questions  from 

Mswer  Christ  when  we  shaU  appear  Mrs.  Davis  and  Mrs.  Morrisand  I  wiU 
tefore  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ?  be  ^ad  to  show  the  film  to  aU  groups 
II  Cor.  5:10.  and  individuals  interested  to  see  it. 

Remember  Chriri  first,  have  joy  Broadus  S.  Cimipere,  Lt.,  USN,  Re- 
concerning  the  celebration  of  Christ-  tired 
mas.  I  John  5:21  says  it  best:  “Little  Veteran  of  Pearl  Harbor 
children  keep  yourselves  from  idols.”  Normandy  WW II. 

Amen  3^^ 

.  WiUiam  R.  Frederick  Florence,  MS  39073 
Amory  (jqD  989-5045 


They  wbe  pessess  superfluities,  pos¬ 
sess  the  goo^  of  others.  ^  Augustine 

Per  one  man  who  can  stand  prosper¬ 
ity,  there  are  a  hundred  that  can  stand 
a^ersity.  —  Thomas  Carlyle 


Letters  To  The  Editor 


Cutrell  Retirement 
Editor; 

I  have  just  read  in  my  good  old  Bap¬ 
tist  Reesrt  of  Rev.  Clarence  CutreU’s 
retirement  from  the  Department  of 
Stewardship.  As  I  read  of  the  tributes 
by  our  “state  greats,"  his  family, 
friends  and  present  anodates  —  aU 
weU-deserved,  I’m  sure  —  memories 
came  surging  over  me,  and  I  felt  that 
one  group  had  been  Mt  out.  So.  this 
letter  represents  those  of  us  who  have 
caUed  Bra  Clannes  “Pastor.” 

Some  of  the  more  important  tiling  I 
■’RXMmber  about  him  include  his  fine, 
inspired  preachii^.  He  was  and  is  one 
of  the  best  Bible  preachers  I  have  ever 
known.  But  more  than  his  messages 
from  the  pulpit  were  the  measles  of 
<lignity,  kintaass  and  loving  impar¬ 
tiality  to  old  and  young  which  he 
taught  by  his  life.  He  didn’t  always  say 
“I  love  you;”  be  just  loved  you! 

1  remember  Bro.  CkitreU’s  ministry 
to  our  family.  Once  whUe  Mrs.  CutreU 
and  I  visited  in  the  bouse.  Bro.  CutreU 
counseUed  with  my  seven-year  old 
twins  as  the  three  of  them  played  baU 
in  the  bnck  yard.  He  confbmed  their 
salvation  experience  and  led  them  to 
understand  baptism  and  church 


came  first.  What  good  feUow-ship  lU 

bad  as  we  shared  work  in  WMU.  Traiii 

ing  Union,  and  espedaUy  wo^  witi 
young  people.  As  chUdren.  boUi  Jd 

and  Jimmy  were  delightful  and 
Vf  sntmw  a  a.  .  T 


Harvest  of  Souls 

Editor: 

Thanks  for  the  spiritual  strength  and 
guidance  which  The  Bapttit  Reeerd 
has  (XDvided  me  for  so  many  years. 

You  and  your  staff  are  doing  a  fine 
job. 

I  sm  Outreach  Director  at  Siloem 
Baptist  (Church.  As  Jesus  toM  us  many 
years  ago,  the  harvest  of  lost  souls  is 
waiting  for  us  to  gather  and  teU  the 
story  of  Him. 

I  feel  that  aU  of  us  could  be  used  of 
God  more  oa  the  home  front,  and 
through  increased  giving  to  Lottie 
Moon  offering. 

Clark  WilUams 
West  Point 


again  —  a  day  set  aside  by  Christia^ 
to  celebrate  the  birth  of  our  Lord  and 


December 


BAffUST  RECORD  PA8B»/ 


Come  To  Your  Knees,  America 


:'n«s  io  Dulj  The  mobt* and 

■  Hattietbbri  c  milliOhSoftall-Artai^i^ 
ine  past  month  we  in'buf  b\irrfouffl^ilwniwH>uildings,aiK] 
****"  discussing  Bold  hurt  our  ^^e;  but  If  we  unite  in 
B.  We  as  Christians  are  chal-  prayer  together  as  a  nation  we  can  say 
w  sprrad  the  gospel  of  Jesus  to  the  millions  that  the  true  straigth  o( 
wwighout  entire  world  by  the  America  lies  not  in  her  weapons  but  in 
For  us  in  a  civilized  country  her  God. 

to  comprehend  that  there  are  Come  to  your  knees,  America.  It  is 

^  inillions  of  people  on  this  time  that  we  humbled  ourselves,  for 
™  do  not  know  Jesus.  -  only  God  can  take  a  hurtful  act  and 
s  past  weeks  have  been  trying  turn  it  into  good, 
wica.  The  hostages  being  held  As  Christmas  draws  near  we  must 


pbode  in  Iran.  It  just  as  easily  could 
hgvfl  been  us  over  there.  Our  main  re¬ 
sponsibility  is  to  remonber  the  hos¬ 
tages  daily  in  prayer  and  ask  God  to 
return  them  safely  to  us. 

Let  us  not  be  so  caught  up  in  our 
tinsel  and  glitter  that  we  forget  some 
of  our  very  own.  Wtot  a  shame  it  would 
be  to  let  this  incidnt  slip  through  our 
fingers.  We  must  show  the  worM  that 
we  are  a  nation  of  purpose  and  whata 
better  time  to  do  it  than  at  Christmas. 
What  a  wonderful  birthday  (M'esent  for 
our  Lord. 


The  Best  Christinas  Gift 


,  —  — swaivias^aas 

made  calling  us  a  satanic  country.  At 
this  point  it  became  personal. 

True,  foere  are  many  things  wrong 
in  America.  As  the  mother  of  three 
small  children,  I  have  been  concerned 
the  past  several  years  with  the  prob¬ 
lems  we  all  face.  Drugs,  especially, 
trwble  me.  I  prayed  and  asked  God  to 
help  us  with  this  problem  and  many 
more  we  have  ahead  of  us. 

Yes,  there  is  a  lot  wrong  in  America 
but  one  thing  she  is  not  — .  she  is  not 
America  always  has  been  and 
still  is  today  one  nation  under  God.  Our 
President,  I  believe,  is  a  Christian 
man;  but  he  does  not  control  America. 
God  does. 

I  had  listened  through  all  of  this 


That  man,  a  musician,  was  always  inviting^ome 
some  guy  he  met  who  could  string  a  tune. 

This  one  sang  like  an  angel  fallen  too  soon 
from  a  big  name  band.  Undernourished,  tall, 

Johnny  bent  double  over  his  guitar  and  I  saw 
the  glitter  of  what  he  was,  veiled  by  alcohol. 

“Let’s  call  the  bum  a  taxi,"  I  suggested  in  a  hiss, 

“so  we  can  go  on"  to  wherever  I  was  going 
on  Christmas  Eve  in  my  rose  velvet  dress. 

But  of  course  we  drove  him  home.  “Come  in,” 
swaggered  Johnny,  leaning,  “and  meet  my  wife.” 

She  was  a  doll,  tearful,  apologetic  for  his  sin 
of  depressing  that  fine  brain.  “We  need  him.” 

Soon  a  coffee  cup  crashed  and  slopped  on  carpet, 
and  turning  to  strangers  the  girl  Heather  begged: 

“Help  me  get  him  to  bed.  Don’t  leave  him  behind 
or  he’ll  go  out  on  the  street  and  be  pidced  up. 

Present  law  punishes  the  sick,  and  we’ll  be  fined  — 
the  kids  and  me.”  “He  won’t  go  anywhere  tonight,” 
said  my  strong  man,  and  taking  sandwich  and  milk 
he  noisily  led  Johnny  to  the  bedroom.  They  sang  and  sang 
all  the  holiday  songs.  We  made  popcorn  and  hot  chocolate 
and  lit  sparklers,  and  looked  fw  the  Christmas  star 
outside,  and  far  over  ||foston  some  church  bells  rang. 

“I  always  saw  my  star  of  Bethlehen,”  I  told  the  children 
“from  my  back  steps  in  the  country  in  Mississiwii,” 
and  they  found  their  star,  and  we  returned  to  the  den. 

'Hie  two-year-old  climbed  into  my  lap.  I  was  overwhelmed, 
and  I  rocked  him  like  a  treasure  until  he  slept, 
and  the  baby  slept,  and  the  lovely  girl,  five,  crept 
to  bed  and  closed  blue  eyes,  anticipating  Santa  Claus. 
Heather  was  already  wistfully  putting  toys  under  the  tree 
and  wrapping  gifts.  “Johnny  wwks  ih  the  ship  yard. 

It’s  onlv  the  holidays  and  Saturday  nights  he  ruins  far  me. 


PraiM  God  wlUi  the  mutic 
o(  iMUns  love  and  peace 
bacauae  He  gave  u« 
ibelaatClHietiiiasgin 
when  the  Word  wai  made  fleWi 
end  the  angeia  lang. 

“Glary  to  God  in  the  highett. 
and  on  the  earth, 
paace.  good 
will  to  men.” 


ordeal  to  the  emphasis  placed  on 
military  power.  What  about  God 
power? 

Our  President  called  on  us  to  pray. 

And  we  have,  but  not  enough. 

Americans  are  being  asked  to  join 
hands  and  be  strong  and  patient.  We 
are  doing  this.  We  see  our  fellow  coun¬ 
trymen  joining  together  in  this  time  of 
crisis.  Why  is  it  that  we  must  face 
tragedy  to  feel  the  strength  and  close¬ 
ness  and  the  necessity  of  God? 

God  promises  us  in  II  Chronicles 
7:14  that  “If  my  people  which  are  cal¬ 
led  by  my  name  shall  humble  them¬ 
selves  and  pray  and  seek  my  face  and 
turn  from  their  wicked  ways,  then  will 
I  hear  from  heaven  and  will  forgive 
their  sin  and  will  heal  their  land.”  I 
believe  with  all  my  heart  that  if 
America  turned  totally  to  God  for  as¬ 
sistance,  we  could  find  a  peaceful  solu¬ 
tion  to  our  problem  in  Iran  and  to  all 
future  problems  as  well. 

Has  anyone  considered  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  the  FTesident  of  the  Unit^  States 
coming  to  his  knees  publicly?  I  am 
sure  he  has  privately.  It  must  be  such  a 
heavy  burden  to  carry  the  troubles  of 
the  country  on  one’s  shoulder. 

I  realize  that  it  is  almost  an  impossi¬ 
bility,  but  wouldn’t  it  be  impressive  to  RICHMOND,  Va.  IBP)  “A  real  1968,  settling  in  Bignona  where  the  . 
bring  the  television  cameras kkside  the  .breaktiwough”'>has 'beethiwade'ihi  •aHtconstructlttn'lklwtake'tJlad^.''* 
waljsof  ourJiome&andchurehes?,LeC.,fiew  acoaebBaptist  wonioiniSaiiagal,-  »  MiUa'ahys'He  hoper  conktrubtfoh' 
us  wifoeas  wprld,^h»t  Aaieiijca.)^P,  >eays  John  E.  Mills,  the  SMitberai  BjgMnr.  funds'  'forbthe>4MiiMti'  and’  ChapM  Will 
strongest  when  she  is  on  her  knees  jin  tist  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  secretary  come  from  this  year’s  Lottie  Moofi’*’^' ' 
prayer.  We  are  taught  that  all  things  for  West  Africa.  Christmas  Offering  for  foreign  mis- 

work  to  the  good  of  the  Lord  for  those  The  local  government  has  sold  mis-  sions. 

that  trust  Him.  sionaries  nearly  an  acre  of  land  for  a  o  «*•*  •*_ 

Has  anyone  considered  the  good  that  chapel  and  missionary  residence.  .  ™  Southern  Baptist  witoess 

can  come  of  this  situation  in  Iran?  Mills  says  it  is  unusual  in  Senegal,  as  in  Senegal  previously  center^  on 

Wouldn’t  it  be  challenging  for  these  many  other  Muslim  countries,  for  any  apprMcmes,  rnostly  in  Dak^, 

Iranian  people  to  be  faced  with  a  na-  non-Muslim  group,  espeo^lly  capital.  A  Bapti^  (^ter  has  also 
tion  of  people  whose  lips  bear  the  name  evangelicals,  to  be  permitted^  buy  begun  operation  in  Pikine. 

(rf  Jesus?  Perhaps  God  has  sent  us  this  land.  Casamance  is  a  largely  agricultural 

situation  to  see  how  we  will  use  it.  The  parcel  is  in  the  Casamance  reg-  area  where  tribal  religious  customs 

Talking  about  Bold  .Missions,  ion  south  of  the  Gambia  River.  The  remain  and  where  Islam  is  not  as 
Wouldn’t  this  be  the  ultimate  to  wit-  Ken  G.  Robertsons  moved  there  in  strong  as  in  northern  areas. 


Joy  To  The  World 

O.  caplurt  the  magic  ol  ChrnUnaa 
With  muaic  loft  and  low. 

Outside  the  all-white  ttillnets 
Inside  the  hearth's  warm  glow. 

The  tree  with  lights  a-glistenuig 
And  Iriends  who  come  and  go. 


The  Adoration  Of  The  Magi 

Woodcut  by  Albrecht  Ourer  (German,  1471-1528)  —  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE 
PHOTO,  Courtesy  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art. 


Oh.  catch  again  the  message 
Tis  needed  now  as  when 
'Twas  sent  from  Heaven,  blessed 
Into  a  world  o(  sin. 

The  tiduigs  to  the  Shepherds 
or  Peace.  Goodwill  to  men. 


Mary’s  Lullaby 

Lullaby  and  rest.  Ota.  precioua  see. 
Little  boy  Jeeua.  my  idling  son. 

Great  Miovah.  help  me  to  be 
The  mether  thou  wouldst  have  of  roe. 


A  Christinas  Poem 


■Valerie  Howell 
Ripley 


One  winter  night,  long  ago 
No  one  knows  just  when. 

A  little  boy  was  bom 
Into  this  world  ef  sin 


Ob:  that  I  could  kaep  thee  safe  with  me 
But  thy  Father  has  plans  for  thy  destiny 
Sfeep.  little  baby,  my  precious  son. 
Shimber  and  sl^.  Oh'  Holy  One 


■Violet  Tackett 


I'U  love  and  protect  thee  while  so  small 
Sweet  be  thy  tbirober.  the  Savior  of  all. 
Lullaby  and  rest,  any  beautihil  son 
Oh’  King  of  Heaven  and  Earth.  Thou  holy  one 


CleoneW  LaiwIeV 


He  was  with  us  lor  S  years 
For  M  He  walked  among  men 
He  expenenoed  maty  temptations 
But  never  once  gave  ai 


Love,  The  Greatest  Gift 

Christinas,  monuag  o'sr  the  earth  — 

I  thinhg^.Ma^ M  -  o"  ol  ln~i;  •. 
The  ^MSrfL gift  R»^TlodeepMj|yo<  .,;», 

He  gave  for  every  one. 

May  we  not  always  give  seUisbiy. 

Espaetiag  a  gift  in  return. 

But  give  to  tbeae  who  need  it  — 
t  What  a  arondcrhil  lesaon  to  learn,  t 


One  day  they  placed  upon  His  head. 
A  cruel  crown  of  thoma 
And  nailed  Him  on  a  ruggad  tree 
And  ](f|le4g(.itm,wiUiacatP 

He  dild’lAff  day ‘upon  the  croes 
To  save  us  Iram  our  am. 

He  lives  in  our  hearts  forevermore 
If  we  only  invite  Him  ui 


—Tracey  Moms,  age  14 
Improve  Church.  Cohunhia 


Hasten  to  your  maiBtox  and  find 
The  gifts  m  store  for  ycM' 

At  this  time  of  the  year 
The  postman  has  a  load 
From  friends  and  next-of-kin. 


A  Short  Sermon 


-Madge  GiU 
Columbia 


The  ones  that  catch  my  eyes  are  not 
Those  wrapped  and  ti^  and  sent  postpaid 
Oft  bnies  they’re  unwanted. 

Wrong  siie.  wrong  color  or  broken. 

And  far  too  expensive 


Two  pastor's  wives  sat  menduig  their  husband's 
pants.  One  of  them  said  lo  the  othsr. '  My  poor  John, 
hewsodlacouragedinhischiirchwort.  He  said  just 
the  other  day  he  was  considering  resigmng  ft 
seems  thnt  nothing  goes  right  for  hun.” 

The  other  replied.  ■'Why.  my  husband  is  saying 
Just  the  opposile  He  is  so  enthused,  it  seems  like  the 
Lord  IS  rloaer  to  him  than  ever  before.'' 

A  hushed  silence  fell  u  they  contmued  to  mend 
the  trousers:  one  patching  the  KNEES  and  the 
other  the  SEAT 

-"The  Open  Circuit" 


Did  You  Tell  Someone 
About  Je8U9  in  ’79? 


The  old  year  haa  quickly  sUpped  by.  Of  Itaoae 
without  Jeaua.  we  sadly  watched  many  die.  We 
wasted  an  many  precious  moments,  which  we  could 
have  UMd  to  td  of  Jesus'  Mood  atonement 
Upon  US  is  a  ntw  year.  Let’s  share  the  story  of 
salvaliaa  with  thoee  we  hold  dear. 

With  God’s  guidMce.  let's  witness  to  all  stran¬ 
gers.  telling  them  the  messagr  that  the  Savior  was 
bom  ■  a  manger  In  tins  new  year  let's  all  increase 
our  givlag  to  Lottie  Moon.  Thus  reaching  the  entire 
world  with  God’s  message  pretty  aeon. 

On  that  flonaus  day  that  Jeaua  ewnes  back.  Let 
hun  net  find  that  we  have  been  icBe  and  slack. 

-Clark  WiUiams. 

Slloam  Church.  West  Point 


Danny  Lafferty,  evangelist  of  Ocean 
Springs,  recently  returned  from  a 
twelve  day  trip  to  Pennsylvania  where 
he  preached  in  three  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  mission  churches.  He  re¬ 
ports  that  25  professions  of  faith  wm 
made.  He  plans  to  return  for  an  eight 
day  city-wide  crusade  June  1-8, 1960,  in 
Berwick,  Pa.,  being  directed  by  Pas¬ 
tor  Ron  Windle  the  Berwick  ^ptist 
Chapel.  This  will  be  his  third  trip  to 
northeast  Pennsylvania  since  entering 
full-time  evangelism  in  January  of  this 
year.  On  this  last  trip  Lafferty 
preached  at  Berwick,  Wilkes-Barre, 
and  Scranton. 


Edward  L.  Byrd,  native  of  Mount 
Olive,  Miss.,  is  beginning  a  "second 
retirement”  and  will  be  supplying  pul- 

Bpits  and  serving  in 
interim  pastorates. 
When  Byrd  retired 
24  years  ago  from 
the  pastorate  of 
First  Church,  Flor¬ 
ence,  S.  C.  after 
being  there  for  27 
he  was  in- 


The  Approach 


How  Wiould  we  approach  Chnatmaa?  Surely  with 
the  deaire  to  eater  lolo  the  joy  aod^awty  of  cMI- 
dren:  with  the  deure  lo  be  at  pmdfmtb  all  men; 
with  a  lugii  reaolvc  to  forgive  ail  Ibaae  who  have 
mjured  ua:  with  an  equal  detarminatioa  to  lift  our 
own  Uvea  lo  a  higher  level  -  Martu  Burrell. 


Ruby  SIngley 
Columbia 


BMC  Professor  Writes  History  “r 

Biloxi,  was  gue 

T  HAT  *1  1  New  Orleans  S< 

Ui  Lowrey  Memorial  Church 

t^.  The  book  was  published  by  the  iety  in  Clinton  and  read  copies  of  100  the  seminary  ai 
ByPhyUsHM^  church  as  part  of  its  centennial  celeb-  years  of  The  Baptist  Record.  Campaim  C^ha 

The  hundr^  yeare  of  foj^i^  ratim  durhig  1979.  He  Wso  went  through  100  years  of  the  NOtiTS  alumni 

C«y  Hem’s  ii^nsrrative  style,  the  Ripley  newspaper,  then  interviewed 

1  D  -  u  •-  j  former  pastors  and  a  number  of 

church  members. 

Lowrey  Memorial  concluded  its  cen- 
tennial  relebrabon  with  an  autograph 
party  for  Hearn  2  to  4  p.m.,  Dec.  16  in 
the  Newcombe  Room  of  the  church. 

Farmer  pastor  Clifford  J.  Smyly,  now 
of  Cohui^ia,  conducted  the  11  a.m. 
services. 

Copies  of  the  history  were  sold  at  the 
autocpwph  party  for  112.50.  They  may 
be  ordsi^  and  shipped  by  mail  for  914 
by  writing  to:  Dr.  W.  Harold  Fisher, 

_  .  Lowrey  Memorial  Church  Clerk,  Bto 

MeiiMrlal  Bs^t  Chweli  —  The  Ffrst  Uught  at  BMC  for  10  years.  He  bor-  Mountain  CoUege,  Blue  Mountain,  Ms.  x 


years 

^wl^^Bvited  to  Southern 
Byrd  Seminary,  Louis¬ 
ville.  Ky.  as  a  visiting-senior  profes¬ 
sor.  He  concludes  his  work  at  the 
seminary  Dec.  21,  and  he  and  Mrs. 
Byrd,  the  former  Nora  Brown,  will  re¬ 
turn  to  their  home  in  South  Carolina. 

He  served  First  Church,  Holly 
Springs,  Miss.,  and  HigMand  Church, 
Meridian,  before  going  to  South 
Carolina.  His  father,  the  late  J.  E. 
Byrd,  was  state  Sunday  School  direc¬ 
tor  of  Mississippi  for  35  years. 


J.  Altos  Newdl,  pastor  <A  Louisville, 
Kentucky’s  St.  Matthews  Church,  was 
dMtedfij^  viceDresident  <d  the  Ken- 

l^llllllllllljM  Baptist  Coo- 

a^^^^^^Hvention,  during  its 
recent  annual  noeet- 
ing  at  Walnut  Street 
Church,  LouisviOe. 
Newell  was  born  in 
Meridian. 

JHeamed  a  B.A.  de- 
^Hgree  with  High 


Todd  Bowea,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe 
Bowen  of  Okolona,  was  wdained  to  the 
goqiel  ministry  on  Nov.  25,  by  First 
Church,  Okolona.  He  is  a  third-year 
student  at  Blue  Mountain  College  and 
plans  to  attend  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary.  He  is  married  to  the  formo’  Joni 
Angeletti  of  West  Memirfiis,  Ark.  He 


Honors  at  Missis- 


NeweO-  sippi  College  in 
1966.  He  was  a  Rotary  Sefadar  at  die 
University  of  Bono  in  West  Germany, 
1967-68.  Ife  received  from  the  Soudiem 
Seminary  the  Master  of  Divinity  and 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  degrees.  Whileat 
Mississippi  CoUege,  NeweU  was  Stu¬ 
dent  body  president,  and  state  B.S.y. 
president.  His  wife,  Diane,  is  a  native 
of  Louisiana.  The  NeweUs  have  three 
children.  Since  1963,  NeweU  has  been 
pastor  of  churdies  in  Mississippi  and 
Kentucky. 


founding  Lowrey 
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Just  For  The  Record  .  .  . 


STRAYHORN  CHURCH,  T«t«  County,  childron.  agos  3-12.  pantominwl  the  Chriet- 
n*ea  Mory  Dec.  20.  1978.  Ronny  Smith  and  Linda  Hankine  were  narrators.  The  play 
was  directed  by  Myma  Johnson  Brown.  Cecil  Cole  is  the  pastor. 


ACTEENS  OF  BELLE  FOUNTAIN  CHURCH,  OCEAN  SPRINGS,  were  honored  in  a 
coronation  service  on  the  theme,  “Jewels  in  His  Crown  Mrs.  Kay  Frances.  Acteens 
^ader,  and  C.  H.  Stone.  Jr.,  pastor,  preemtsd  the  awards.  Left  to  right  are:  Helen 
Fountain.  Oueervwith-a-Scepter;  Stephanie  Oyess.  Queen-with-a-Scepter;  Kim 
Couch.  Queen;  Jan  Schmetling,  Queen;  and  Terri  Embry.  Queen. 


8«dls  CM.  Copidi  ce«^,  held 
a  recognitioo  service  Ac¬ 

teens  and  Girls  in  Action.  Lieeiis: 
Hayley  Freeman  -  QueS^th- 
Sc^)ter;  Sharon  McCardle  Toueen- 
with  Scepter;  Kkren  Curtis  -  Qt^ 
Regent;  Hope  Freeman  —  Queen  Re¬ 
gent  This  is  the  first  time  in  the  his- 
to^  tte  chu^  that  an  Acleen  has 
become  Queen  Regent.  GA’s  moeiving 
recogmtion  were  Kim  Kitchens  - 

A  wards  collar  and  Adventure  1  badae  • 

^y  Heatherly  -  Awards  collanLi 
Adventure  2  badge.  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Jasper  is  Acteens  leader.  Mrs  Mer- 
lene  Jolly  u  GA  leader.  Lamar  JoUy  is 
pastor. 

«««*toa,  now 
^ns  a  blue  and  white  church  bus. 
Thwe  had  been  much  talk  about  the 
need  for  a  bus  for  many  years.  Some 
tr.»mbers  decided  they  needed  to  quit 
talking  and  start  acting,  so  they  got 
toge^er,  inade  an  appeal  to  the 
cnurcu  ni6inb6rs  &nd  c(ril6cted  6nouffh 
money  to  pay  for  a  bus  and  provide  for 
its  painUng.  This  was  aU  done  through 
special  gifts.  Then  on  Oct.  28.  during 
^  mormng  service,  the  pastor,  Joe 
Arnold  was  presented  the  title  by  T.  0. 
Martin,  chairman  of  Deacons  The  bus 
was  donated  debt-free  to  the  church 
for  the  service  of  the  Lord. 

Girls  in  Acthm  from  Second  Chnrch 
Indianola  attended  “Christmas  Spark¬ 
les”  at  the  Children’s  Villas  in 
Jackson  on  Dec.  7.  Girls  who  attended 
were  Karen  Steelman,  Cindy  Steel¬ 
man,  Susan  Boyer,  Mary  Anne 
Cooper,  Patti  Bennett,  Alicia 
Hathcock,  Angela  Hathcock,  Leslie 
Baker,  Shannon  Fikes,  Tina  Jefferies, 
Christy  Herbison,  and  Sharon  Dosher. 
Adults  who  went  along  included  Mrs 
Sandra  Boyer,  Melody  Bigbee,  Vir¬ 
ginia  Ochoa,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  w. 
Farish.  The  fare  for  the  trip  was  a  can 
of  food  for  a  needy  family  at  Christ¬ 
mas.  Billy  Joe  Beckett  is  the  church’s 
new  pastor. 


The  Trilogy  Will 
Present  Concert 
At  Puckett 

The  prUogy  of  Puckett  Church  wiU 
“  Christmas  concert,  “Rejoice 
wth  Exceeding  Great  Joy,”  on  Fri- 

My.  21,  at  7  p.m.  at  the  Puckett 
Church. 

^mbers  are  Sandra  Calhoun, 
Hilda  Means,  and  Betty  Cole.  The  ac¬ 
companist  will  be  Virginia  Dukes. 

Off  the  Record 

A  tightwad  went  into  a  gift  shop  to 
find  an  inexpensive  Christmas  present 
for  a  friend,  but  he  found  everything 
very  expensive  untii  he  spotted  a  vase 
that  had  been  broken.  He  purchased  it 
for  practically  nothing  and  asked  the 
store  to  send  it.  He  wanted  the  friend  to 
think  it  was  broken  in  transit. 

A  week  later  he  received  a  thank  you 
note.  It  read,  “Many  thanks  for  the 
vase;  it  was  nice  of  you  to  wrap  each 
piece  separately.” 

A  minister’s  small  daughter  was 
watching  her  father  prepare  his 
Christmas  message.  “Daddy,  does 
God  tell  you  what  to  say?”  she  asked. 
“Of  course,  honey,”  he  smiled.  “Why 
do  you  ask?”  “I  was  wondering  why 
you  scratch  out  so  much  He  tells  you  to 
say,”  she  replied.  —  Van  Winkie 
“Midweek  Reminder.” 


I  His  Name  Is  Wonderful  . 

*  By  James  L.  Heflfai,  Paster,  First,  GreeaviBe 

IsMah  9:1 

Ha^el  s  ‘M^iah”  is  probably  the  world’s  most  famous  musical  composi- 
^  moving.  Who  can  hear  the  incomparable 
BiKliK>tfeelhisheartswell?NowthattheChristinasseason 
^^^^^^^^has  come  again,  we  will  be  hearing  this  beautiful  musk  re¬ 
peatedly.  When  you  hear  the  “Messiah,”  reflect  on  the  good 
Mira  contained  in  the  words  too:  “His  nanne  shall  be  c^ed 
Wonderful,  Counsels,  The  mighty  God,  The  everlasting 
Father,  The  Prince  of  Peace.” 

Some  translators  tell  us  “Wonderful,  Counsdor”  should 
^d;  “Wonder  of  a  Counselor”  or  “Wonderful  Counselor.” 
Regardless  of  how  one  reads  these  particular  words,  their 
message  is  the  same.  Jesus  is  both  —  Wonderful  and  Wonder- 
Heflfai  II!  With  his  list  of  magnificent  names  to  be  given 

non„>  ohnuA  Ai/on  ^  come,  Issiah  stressed  that  the  child  would  have  a 

***  '*'“**‘*  establish  a  kingdom  that  would  have  no  end. 
u,hi/>h  ufniii/i  great  stock  in  names.  Often  a  child  was  given  a  name 

bis  character  or  something  of  the  parents’ 
5X1^1^  the  name  “Joshua”  means  “deliverer. ’Joshua 

“deliverer”  is  “  ^  ^  promise.  The  New  Testament  name  for 

dj^verer  is  Jesus.”  The  paraUei  is  obvious. 

^  begaveseveral  names  to  speakof 

He  emphasizing  the  Messiah’s 

vem  ieK^ds^H^,  ^ 

vem  ^e  me  wotos  His  name  shali  be  called  . . .  Wonderful _ ” 

Hk  life  ^  "na»®ent 

h«  Because  of  Him  the  most  wonderful  news  man 

Su  taow  H?nf  S  ^oughout  all  the  earth.  Only  when  individu- 

Thk  S  Pnnc^f  Peace  wiU  mankind  ever  know  pemument 

twfrSpStn,  Christians  have  to  teU  the  world  at  Christmas. 

season  be  one  of  great  happiness  fw  you  and  your  family, 
"u®™®  above  every  name  -  the  nLne  of  Jesus.  He  is 

Him.  Oup 


1979-80  members  of  ACTS  TOO.  the  creative  worship  team  of  the  Baptist  Student 
Uni^  at  Mississippi  State  University  are  (front  row.  left  to  right):  Patricia  Benton. 
J^kson;  Becky  Ratliff.  Jackson;  Nancy  Potts.  Starkville;  Kent  Monroe.  Laurel;  Judy 
J^^ll.  Memphis.  Tennessee;  Kristi  Smith,  Kosciusko,  (back  row)  Rod  Sparkman 
DeKalb;  Lane  Frazier.  Jackson;  David  Byrd.  Yazoo  Oty;  and  Jim  Shoff.  Picayune 


Calvary  Church,  Meridian,  Otis  Seal, 
{Mistor,  has  obtained  the  fourth  octave 
of  a  set  of  handbells.  The  bells  are 
made  by  Schulmerich  Carillons,  Inc. 
in  Pennsylvania.  Allen  Clearman,  his 
two  children,  Sharon  and  Allen.  Jr. 
have  coqtributed  toward  the  purchase 
of  the  handbells  as  a  living  memorial 
to  Allen’s  late  wife,  Clara  Gene,  who 
was  a  publk  school  teacher  in  Meri¬ 
dian.  An  anonymous  donor  contri¬ 
buted  $300  that  will  be  used  to  buy 
material  for  the  preservation  of  the 
bells.  Mrs.  Clearman  died  Jan.  28, 
1976. 


life  ami  Worit  lesson  § 


The  Fullness  Of  Time 


Jimmy  R.  Smith  has  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  Okolona  Church,  Rt.  1, 
Town  Oeek,  Ala.  He,  his  wife  Julia, 
and  daughter  Shan¬ 
non  have  moved  to 
the  new  field  of  ser- 
vice.  For  the  past 
three  years  Smith 
was  associate  pas- 
tor  and  minister  of 
education  at  First 
J  Church,  West  Point, 

I  m.  life  Joel  Haire,  pastor. 
Smith 

Billy  Joe  Beckett,  will  begin  a  new  ' 
pastorate  Jan.  1,  1980  at  Second 
Church,  Indianola.  He  was  formerly 
pastor  at  Duncan. 

J.  B.  Miller  of  First  Church,  C^arth- 
age,  has  resigned  in  order  to  accept  the 
pastorate  of  First  Church.  Joelton, 
Tenn.  He  will  move  Dec.  28  and  begin 
his  new  duties  Jan.  1. 

Tommy  Jones  has  assumed  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  the  Hebron  Church,  Lauder¬ 
dale  County.  He  moved  there  from  the 


Staff  Changes 


Harmony  Church,  Winston  County, 
where  he  was  pastor  for  seven  years 
and  nine  months.  His  new  address  is 
Rt.  6,  Box  279,  Meridian,  MS  39301. 

James  Beck  has  resigned  as  pastor 
of  Calvary  Church,  Umar  Associa¬ 
tion,  to  accept  the  pastorate  of  First 

ff  Church,  Soso.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Carey  College 
and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  is 
married  to  the 
former  Marcia 
Pugh.  The  Becks 
and  their  three 
^  libfc.  children,  Kris, 
Beck  Stacy,  and  Jamie, 
may  be  addressed  at  Box  125,  Soso,  MS 
39480. 

Doug  Warren  has  been  called  by  the 
Bethel  Church  of  Monticello  as  interim 
pastor.  He  was  pastor  of  Calvary 
Church,  Silver  Creek,  from  November 
1975  to  October  1979.  Now  residing  in 
Jackson,  he  may  be  contacted  at  354- 
6881  days;  or  372-2154  evenings.  His“ 


address  is  2281  Charmwood  Circle, 
Jackson,  MS.  39204. 

Stanley  E.  Nowell  has  been  called  as 
minister  of  music  and  youth  at  Cal¬ 
vary  Church,  Batesville. 

A  graduate  of 
Clarke  College  and 
Delta  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  he  is  now  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Mid- 
America  Seminary 
in  Memphis.  Nowell 
has  been  associated 
with  Camp 

Lakeside  as  as- 
Nowell  sociate  director  and 
director  for  several  years.  (Camp 
Lakeside  is  a  ministry  of  the  Tal¬ 
lahatchie  Baptist  Association.)  His 
most  recent  work  was  with  Emmanuel 
Church  in  Greenwood  as  minister  of 
music  and  youth.  He  is  a  native  of 
Sumner,  Miss,  and  is  married  to  the 
former  Janet  Reid  of  Clarksdale. 

Stanley  succeeds  Danny  Perkins, 
who  served  Calvary  for  several  years 
as  volunteer  music  director.  Floyd 
Higginbotham  is  pastor  at  Calvary. 


Unifonn  lesson 


The  Incarnate  Word 


By  1v .  I  nomas  Baddley 
First  Church,  Brandon 

Galatians  4:4-5;  .Matthew  1:18-25 

The  roads  are  filled  with  traffic,  the 
stores  are  jammed  with  people,  and 
the  people  are  filled  with  great  anxie¬ 
ty.  This  is  the  scene  of  Christmas  1979. 
Lzioming  over  the  horizon  are  those 
deadlines  that  have  us  tied  in  knots. 
Whether  it  is  finding  the  right  Christ¬ 
mas  present  for  each  person  before 
Christmas  morning,  or  “finding”  the 
right  notes  to  put  the  finishing  touches 
on  Uiis  year’s  cantata,  deadlines  are 
giving  us  ulcers.  As  we  move  from  one 
deadline  to  the  next,  it  seems  that  our 
pace  must  be  qukkened  or  we  ll  fall 
behind  and  be  trampled  by  others  in 
the  same  rat  race. 

The  Bible  tells  us  that  God’s  wisdom 
and  plan  is  not  like  that.  He  knows  and 
has  planned  His  acts  of  love  and  grace, 
waiting  for  the  best  possible  time  to 
break  into  our  world. 

I.  'The  Fullness  Of  Time  And  God's 

Mighty  Act  (Galatians  4:4-5) 

1.  “But  when  the  fullness  of  the  time 
was  come  ’  ( v.  4a)  —  Some  argue  that 
God  was  waiting  for  man  to  make 
progress  enough  to  receive  God’s  gift 
while  others  insist  that  God  was  wait¬ 
ing  for  man  to  sink  low  enough  so  that 
they  would  accept  His  gift.  It  would 
seem  that  Paul,  in  writing  these 
words,  accepted  (tod’s  divine  know¬ 
ledge  that  the  time  was  right,  (tod  took 
the  initiative  in  meeting  man’s  need. 

2.  “God  sent  forth  His  Son”  (V.  4b)  — 
The  Son  already  was.  He  had  been  with 
God  from  the  beginning,  was  the  agent 
of  creation  (John  1),  and  now  was 
“sent  forth”  by  the  Father.  It  is  in¬ 
teresting  that  the  word  used  for  “sent 
forth”  is  the  same  one  from  which  the 
term  “apostle”  comes.  The  Son  was 
coramisiiooed  with  a  task  of  redemp¬ 
tion  for  a  world  in  bondage. 

3.  “Made  of  a  woman,  made  under 
the  law”  (V.  4c)  —  Though  there  is  no 
specific  reference  to  the  virgin  birth  in 
Paul’s  writinjgs,  this  phrase  would  be 
unnecessary  if  it  didn’t  imply  that  fact. 
Remember  that  Paul  and  Luke,  who 
wrote  so  specifically  of  the  virgin 
birto,  were  constant  companions.  The 
divine  Son  took  on  human  nature  and 
placed  Himself  under  the  law  and  all  of 
the  requirements  imposed  thereby.  He 
then  fulfilled  all  the  requirements  of 
the  Mwin  order  that  He  might  be.ab^ 
to  oaer  aO  men  deliverance  freii  Him 


■ebl^L^i 


bondage  of  law. 

4.  “To  redeem  those  who  were  under 
the  law,”  (v.  5a  i  —  The  word  “re¬ 
deem”  comes  from  the  market  place. 
By  his  righteous  life  and  personal  sac¬ 
rifice,  Jesus  purchased  us  out  of  bond¬ 
age  to  the  law  and  delivered  us  out 
from  under  the  sentence  of  condemna¬ 
tion.  Herschel  Hobbs  in  GALATIANS. 
A  VERSE  BY  VERSE  STUDY  brings 
out  an  often  overlooked  point.  “It  is  not 
a  price  paid  to  Satan,  else  he  would  be 
more  powerful  than  (tod.  It  was  paid  to 
God  Himself  in  order  to  satiny  the 
demands  of  His  holy,  righteous  na¬ 
ture.”  (tod  would  not  compromise  the 
requirement  of  righteousness,  but  His 
love  led  to  the  sacrifice  of  His  own  Son^ 
so  we  could  be  made  righteous. 

5.  “'That  we  might  receive  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  sons”  (V.  5b)  —  Once  we  are 
bought  with  a  price  (redeemed)  then 
we  are  eiigiblefor  “adoption.”  It  isn’t 
automatic.  It  depends  on  our  response 
by  faith  to  (tod’s  invitation  to  joiaHis 
family.  Those  who  respond  and  re¬ 
ceive  adoption  possess  not  only  a  new 
name,  but  have  a  new  family  relation- ' 
ship  and  the  image  of  Christ  is 
stamped  upon  them. 

II.  Emmanuel  —  God  With  Us 
(Matthew  1:18-25) 

This  account  of  Jesus’  birth  is  usu¬ 
ally  combined  with  that  of  Luke  to  give 
us  the  familiar  story.  But,  let’s  not  let  '' 
familiarity  duU  the  significance  of  the 
message  included. 

The  lengthy  genealogy  (Matt.  1;1- 
17)  linking  Jesus  to  Abraham  and 
David  creates  the  expectancy  of  ful¬ 
fillment  and  recalls  the  great  prom¬ 
ises  of  God’s  covenants  with  Abraham 
and  David.  But  the  fulfillment  of 
prophecy  takes  a  secondary  position  to 
the  emphasis  on  the  divine  origin  of 
Jesus 

In  o^celebration  of  the  birth  of 
(^h^.  we  most  often  neglect  the  suf- 
ferii^s  that  must  have  accompanied 
the  days  preceding.  From  Luke  we 
are  told  of  the  visit  of  the  angel  Gabriel 
to  Mary  announcing  the  plan  of  (tod 
and  explaining  the  possibility  of  her 
pregnancy.  It  was  to  be  the  Son  of  God. 
She  accepted  by  faith  her  role.  When 
Joseph  became  aware  of  her  pre¬ 
gnancy.  it  was  a  devastating  blow.  It 
appeared  to  be  socially  unacceptable, 
seemingly  the  result  of  indiscretion 
and  infidelity  to  their  vows  of  betrot- 
^1-  Again,  the  angel  instructed. 
Vkgatn.  the  respoiWe  was  positive.  By 


faith.  Joseph  obeyed  God’s  instruc¬ 
tion.  Together,  he  and  Mary  must  have 
faced  the  snide  comments  and  social 
exclusion  as  they  did  (tod’s  will. 

Isaiah  7: 14  is  quoted  to  demonstrate 
again  that  God  is  truthful  and  faithful. 
He  did  what  He  had  promised  The  re¬ 
minder  of  the  name  in  Isaiah’s 
prophecy  is  significant,  too.  “Em¬ 
manuel  —  (tod  with  us”  now  became  a 
fulfilled  promise,  (tod  became  man 
and  dwelt  among  us. 

The  angel  instructed  Joseph  to  name  - 
the  child  Jesus.  This  is  the  equivalent 
of  the  Hebrew  name  Joshua,  which 
means  “God  is  salvation.”  Even  in  His 
name,  the  messianic  mission  of  the 
Saviour  was  affirmed. 

Having  faithfully  accepted  (tod’s 
plan,  they  lived  it  out.  When  the  babe 

was  born,  the  name  was  eiven _ 

“Jesus.”  * 

In  the  fullness  of  time,  (tod  did  for  us 
what  we  couldn’t  do  for  ourselves; 
gave  to  us  what  we  couldn’t  obtain  by 
our  own  resources;  offered  to  us  eter¬ 
nal  life. 


By  Ed  North,  First,  Quitman 
John  1:1-14 

I  vividly  recall  sitting  in  the  den  with 
a  good  deacon  and  his  family,  watch¬ 
ing  with  bated  breath  as  Neal 
Armstrong  took  that  first  historic  step 
upon  the  surface  of  the  moon.  What  a 
glcx'ious  moment!  Man  had  ascended 
to  the  heavens,  and  the  world  would 
never  be  quite  the  same  again. 

However ,  the  greatest  event  in  time 
and  space  was  not  man’s  stroll  on  the 
lunar  surface.  It  was  when  (tod  be¬ 
came  man  and  dwelt  among  us.  It  was 
when  hepven  came  down  and  touched 
the  earth.  It  was  when  (tod  identified 
with  man’s  struggle  and  sin,  and  made 
a  way  out.  John’s  Prologue  speaks  of 
both  the  Eternal  Word  and  the  Incar¬ 
nate  Word. 


A  Christinas 
I  Remember 

As  the  (Christmas  season  approaches 
'  my  mipd  wants  to  reminisce,  and  Ifind 
myself  down  memory’s  lane  at  a 
Christmas  I  shall  never  forget.  TV)  be 
perfectly  honest  I  don’t  remember  a 
single  gift  I  received  that  year.  What  I 
remember  is  the  trip  into  the  woods 
with  my  Dad  to  find  a  (Jhiistmas  free. 

The  snow  was  beginning  to  cover  the 
ground  and  we  had  to  hurry,  so  hprry 
we  did  .  But  in  those  moments  I  exp^ 
enced  Christmas  as  my  Dad  toqk  the 

time  and  let  me  go  with  him,  to  fiS  the 

most  beautiful  Christmas  tree  we^er 
had.  ’Trimming  the  tree  (decorating  as 

we  called  it  then )  was  fun  but  it  w^the 

walk  in  the  woods  and  helping  mi^ad 
puD  the  tree  over  the  freshly  fSla) 
snow  that  made  that  Christmas  sopre- 
cious. 

I  learned  again  that  my  Dad  l^ed 
me.  Not  by  what  be  said,  bec^  he 
was  a  man  of  few  words,  butS^  his 
willingness  to  turn  aside  from  his  Aorfc 
to  do  something  so  special  for  ^  lit¬ 
tle  girl.”  ^ 

Isn’t  “love  in  action”  what  Cirist- 
mas  is  aH  about? 

—Ethel  McKelhen 


I.  The  Eternal  Word  (w.  1-5) 

The  Christ  who  came  to  us  in  the 
"fullness  of  time”  existed  before  time 
began.  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  Logos, 
the  Living  Word  from  God,  preexisted 
in  the  Godhead.  He  aiready  was  before 
“the  beginning”  (v.  D. 

John  stresses  the  unity  of  Son  and 
Father:  “. . .  the  Word  was  (tod.”  (v. 
1).  The  preposition  translated  “with” 
in  verse  two  suggests  an  action  union 
with  the  Father.  The  Christ  of  history, 
seen  of  men,  touched  by  moi,  heard  by 
n^,  pi^isted  in  the  (todhead  before 

history  began.  He  has  come  to  us  as  the 

perfect  expression  of  the  life  of  (tod. 

Moreover,  the  Eternal  Word  was  the 
agent  of  a-eation  (v.  3).  The  Greek 
language  insists  that-every  minute  de¬ 
tail  of  creaUon  is  His  handiwork  ( Paul 
explores  this  truth  in  depth  in  Colos- 
sians  1:16-17.). 

Why  is  the  Word,  the  Christ,  the 
agent  (rf  creation?  The  Word  is  (tod’s 
iink  with  the  world,  (tod  communi¬ 
cates  through  the  Word  to  His  world. 
(Jirist  as  the  agent  of  creation  implys 
that  the  physical  universe  is  one  forum 
through  which  (tocT  attempts  to  speak 
to  us.  The  seen  provides  an  analogy  of 
the  unseen. 

Beyond  this.  Christ’s  activity  in  the 
creative  process  establishes  His  claim 
upon  the  universe.  Elvery  area  of  our 
existence  falls  within  the  province  of 
His  redemptive,  reconciling  work. 

'  Finally,  John  says  the  Eternal  Word 
is  the  senrce  of  life  and  light.(vv.  4-5). 


Among  Us 

The  first  five  verses  of  John’s  Gospel 
read  almost  like  Genesis  1:1-5. 
ti  Genesis  records  that  (tod  created  a 
1-  world  in  which  light  and  darkness 
1  were  differentiated.  Because  of  man’s 
?  fall  into  sin  darkness  achieved  domi- 
i  nance  in  the  universe.  John  records 
i  God’s  remedy  for  this  malady.  The  Et- 
1  ernal  Word  is  the  source  of  life  which, 
in  turn,  is  the  source  of  light  for  man.’ 
;  The  Christ  life  has  .broken  into  the 
!  darkness  of  man’s  sin  with  the  glorious 
•  light  of  God’s  love  and  grace.  A  better 
i  translation  of  verae  five,  and  one 
I  which  is  cause  for  shouting,  reads, 

I  “And,  the  light  still  shines  in  the  dark¬ 
ness  ;  and  the  darkness  has  never  put  it 
out.”  Amen! 

II.  The  Incarnate  Word  tvv.  6-14) 

(tod  has  always  had  a  Word.  The 
Almighty  is  not  mute.  But.  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  ages  has  been  how  to  convey 
that  Word  to  man.  God!s  answer  is 
known  as  the  Incarnation. 

1.  The  Word  Announced  (vv.  6-9). 
Somewhere  Edith  Wharton  says, 
“There  are  two  ways  of  spreading 
light;  to  be  the  candle,  or  the  mirror 
that  reflects  it.”  John  the  Baptist  was 
the  mirror.  He  was  not  the  Light  which 
would  illumine  man’s  path  out  of  the 
morass  ci  sin  into  the  mansion  of  (tod’s 
love  and  foi-p  vendss,  but  the  Light  was 
reflected  in  his  life,  and  he  prepared 
the  way  for  the  Word. 

2.  The  Word  Become  Flesh  ( v.  14).  It 
is  the  truth  so  beautifuily  and  perfecUy 
expressed  in  this  statement  which  sets 
Christianity  apart  from  all  the  relig¬ 
ions  of  the  world.  In  all  other 
philosophies  and  religions  it  is  “word 
become  word,”  “idea  become  idea  ” 
But,  in  Christianity,  it  is  “Word  be¬ 
come  flesh.”  The  heart  and  truth  of  our 

Faith  lived  in  a  man.  Jesus  could  say  of 
himself;.  “I  am  the  truth.”  Ours  is  a 
personal  religion. 

TTie  “Word  become  flesh”  has  obUt- 
erated  the  false  division  between  the 
sacred  and  the  secular.  The  presence 
of  (tod  has  invaded,  and  continually 
touches,  our  world,  ’nifa  means  that 
we  cannot  hide  from  this  world  in  frie 
modern  monastery  we  call  the 
“church  on  the  corner.”  And.  it  means 
that  we  cannot  hide  from  God  by  sub¬ 
merging  ourselves  In  the  world  Kwe 

^  God’s  people  anywhere,  we  are 
(tod’s  people  everywhere. 


3.  The  Word  Rejected  (vv.  10-11). 
I  "^e  painful  reality  of  Christ’s  rejec¬ 
tion  was  etched  for  all  time  against  a 
1  Judean  sky  by  the  cross  of  Calvary. 
The  world  rejected  Him  because  it  did 
not  know  (recognize)  Him.  The 
nahmal  man  has  no  understanding  of 
spiritual  matters.  What  you  and  I  rep¬ 
resent  as  Christians  makes  no  sense  to 
a  godless  world. 

His  own  people  rejected  (“received 
Him  not”)  Him  because  he  did  not 
measure  up  to  their  expectations  of  the 
Messiah.  "The  Jews  had  (tod  locked  up 
in  a  nice,  neat  pattern.  Jesus  didn’t  fit 
that  pattern,  so  they  had  only  two 
choices:  change  their  way  of  thinking 
or  get  rid  f  Him.  Some  people  would 
rather  kill  than  have  to  think  new 
thoughts. 

4.  TTie  Word  ReMiv^  (vv.  12-13). 
The  sadness  of  rejection  is  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  wonder  of  acceptance. 
Some  did  receive  Him,  and  to  these  He 
gave  the  “. . .  power  to  become  the  sons 
of  (tod  .  .  .”  (V.  12).  The  word  trans¬ 
lated  “power”  is  better  rendered 
“right”  or  “authority.”  Through  His 
redeeming  life,  death,  and  resurrec¬ 
tion  men  are  privileged  to  enter  the 
family  of  (tod. 

The  new  birth  which  John  wiU  elabo¬ 
rate  m  in  chapter  three  is  alluded  to 
here  in  verse  thirteen.  Our  entrance 
into  (tod’s  family  is  not  by  human  will 
or  effort,  but  by  the  saving  grace  of 
God.  We  are  begotten  of  the  Father,  in 
a  spiritual  sense,  just  as  surely  as  was 
our  Elder  Brother,  Jesus. 

As  the  Word  became  flesh  in  Jesus, 
so  must  the  Word  become  flesh  in  us. 
The  only  truth  which  sets  men  free  is 
truth  that  is  lived.  The  only  truth  which 
a  skeptical,  unbelieving  world  cannot 
deny  is  the  truth  which  changes  a 
man’s  life  for  the  good.  We  must  live 
the  truth. 

My  personal  prayer  for  each  of  you 
who  have  permitted  me  to  share  my 
thoughts  with  you  for  these  six  months 
is  that  the  Incarnate  Christ  will  be  real 
and  royal  in  your  lives  at  this  Holy 
Season,  and  all  the  days  of  your  living. 

Let  no  pleasnre  tempt  thee,  no  profit  ' 
allure  th^,  no  ambition  corrupt  thee, 
to  do  anything  which  thou  knmvest  to 
be  evil;  so  shalt  thou  always  live  joUi- 
ly;  for  a  good  conscience  is  a  continual 
Christmas.  —  Benjamin  Franklin 
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